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Exciting Development on Islay! 

 
Follow us, 

Join us, 
#teamtarff 

@tarffvalley 
 

 

Autumn Fluke and Worm Control 
 

Autumn is the high-risk period for acute fluke, which is caused 
by immature fluke migrating through the liver tissue causing 
damage. This can lead to a loss in productivity and sudden death 
in lambs, due to the damage caused or by predisposing to 
clostridial disease. The reduction in weight gain caused by fluke 
can cost between £3-£5 per head.  
 
In sheep, constant management of fluke is necessary because 
there is often no break in the grazing cycle. As there are no 
products with persistency against fluke, a sheep treated one 
day can pick up infection the next if they are grazing infected 
pasture.   
 
It is important to be aware of what is happening on the farm as 
although faecal egg tests will pick up fluke that are 12 weeks 
old, they won’t pick up immature fluke, which can cause acute 
disease and sudden death.   
 
Copro-antigen testing will pick up fluke from about six weeks 
old meaning that a negative test doesn’t discount the presence 
of fluke under six weeks of age. It is always a good idea to use 
testing along with other resources, such as abattoir feedback, 
and general stock health to make a decision on treatment. 
 
When selecting treatment options, it is vital to consider the age 
of the fluke being treated. Many fluke treatments focus on 

killing egg-laying adults, meaning most immature fluke will 
still be present; these will continue to cause damage as 
they migrate through the liver and go on to develop into 
adult fluke.   
 
Triclabendazole is the only ingredient that is effective 
against early immature fluke, whereas other products like 
closantel and nitrozynil are only effective on fluke over six 
weeks old.   
 
If there is a mixed worm burden, using a broad-spectrum 
combination product, such as CYDECTIN® TriclaMox®, 
which contains moxidectin and triclabendazole will be 
effective against worms for up to eight weeks and is also 
effective against immature fluke.   
 
Other flukicides should then be used in rotation to target 
the stage of fluke causing the problem and help to reduce 
the development of triclabendazole resistance. It’s very 
important to have a plan in place and make sure 
treatment is for the risk at that time.   
 
For further information please speak to a Registered 
Animal Medicine Advisor in your local Tarff branch.  

Let’s Get Employed in 
Agriculture 

 
Tracey McEwan, Services 

Coordinator, in partnership 
with Developing Young 

Workforce Dumfries and 
Galloway and Let’s Get 
Sporty, has developed a 
new 6 week programme 
designed for 16 – 24 year 

olds who are interested in 
becoming involved in the 

Agricultural industry.  
 

Tarff Services is delighted 
to announce it has been 

offered grant funding to go 
ahead and get the ‘Let’s Get 

Employed in Agriculture’ 
(LGEIA) programme up and 

running.  
 

The programme has a 
formal application process 

where applicants are 
required to send in an 

application form and then 
an interview will be held.  

 
Successful applicants will 
be placed on a farm for 6 

weeks on a voluntary basis 
and are mentored by their 

placement provider and 
supported by Tracey.  

 
During the placement, 

students will have 
opportunities to undertake 

training to help enhance 
their skills and knowledge.  

 
The LGEIA programme is the 
first step in the educational 

pathway which Tarff 
Services offers. Following 

on from this is the Pre-
Apprenticeship Programme. 

We are excited to announce that we have recently 
acquired new business premises on Islay formerly operated 
by D & L Currie coal merchants, as Duncan and Linda have 
decided to retire. D & L Currie were the main suppliers of 
coal, gas and logs on the island and we wish them well for 
their retirement. 
 
Our plan is to continue supplying these items whilst 
utilising the coal yard to expand our operation to stock 
more product lines to offer our customers more choice.   
 
Our existing shop premises at Islay House Square will 
remain. Customers will be able to pick up their smaller 
agricultural sundries and other essentials from the store, 
whilst being able to collect larger orders, such as tote bags 
of feed, pallets of bagged feed, fencing and drainage 
materials from the newly acquired unit. Alternatively, 
delivery of these items can be arranged.  
 
We are delighted to be expanding our presence and 
product offering on Islay. For all orders, please contact the 
Islay Shop on 01496 301563. More details on our extensive 
product range coming soon! 

 

Customer Delivery Notice 

Due to the current unprecedented supply and 
haulage issues that the country is facing, we are 
requesting that customers give us as much notice as 
possible when ordering animal feeding. 
  
Like many other businesses, we are beginning to 
experience slight delays in goods received, which 
might result in the potential for late delivery onto 
farms. Please be assured that our teams are working 
hard to 'iron out' any blips in the system and avoid 
interruption to the distribution process.  
  
However, as part of this, your understanding and 
cooperation would be much appreciated and, if 
possible, we would suggest you consider your feed 
requirements well in advance to ensure timely 
delivery.   
  
We are committed to continuing to offer high 
standards of service to our customers but your help 
in this process is essential. 



 

  
Rearing Dairy Calves Successfully with Crystalyx 

 

Black Friday Deals 
 

From Monday 22nd 
November until Friday 
26th (Tarff Town and 
Country until Sunday 
28th), all stores will 

have a dedicated 
section in store in the 
run up to Black Friday. 

Don’t miss out! 

 

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas…! 

Rearing replacement heifers accounts for approx. 20% 
of farm production costs and is the second largest 
expense after the cost of feed for the milking herd. 
Calfhood diseases have a major impact on rearing 
economics and can also have long-term effects on 
performance. Optimal calf health pre-weaning, putting 
an emphasis on prevention rather than cure, limits the 
need for subsequent intervention, particularly for 
diseases of the gastrointestinal and respiratory 
systems, because neonatal calf diarrhoea and 
pneumonia are the two biggest challenges to successful 
calf rearing worldwide. 
 
The calf needs a strong immune system to help 
minimise disease challenges. Colostrum feeding is 
essential to give calves the best start in life but as the 
benefit of colostrum wanes, calves must develop a 
strong, functional immune system before the transition 
from milk-feeding to post-weaning. Promoting early 
development of the calf’s digestive system is key 
because 70% of the body’s immune defence resides in 
the gastrointestinal tract. A healthy gut not only offers 
the best barrier to infection, but also ensures feed 
digestion is maximised. 
 
Crystalyx Calf 100 contains butyrate which helps initiate 
then stimulate development of the rumen epithelium, 

enhancing starter feed intakes so calves are better able 
to withstand the stress of weaning. The presence of a 
prebiotic containing MOS (mannan-oligosaccharides) 
and beta-glucans reduces pathogen challenge in the gut 
by preventing them sticking to the intestinal wall and 
stimulates the immune system to provide a stronger 
defence against further challenges. Independent trials 
with over 350 calves, have shown an 8.5% increase in 
starter feed intakes and a 5% increase in growth rates 
pre-weaning. 
 
Crystalyx Easy Breather contains active decongestants 
to help reduce coughing and respiratory irritation 
together with the same prebiotic as in Calf 100 to help 
reduce pathogen challenge in the gut and stimulate the 
immune system, helping alleviate stress and respiratory 
challenges. 
 
For more information on Crystalyx, please speak to your 
local Tarff Sales Representative.  
 
 

Shop local this Christmas at... 
A709 

A75 

Dumfries 

A75 

Rodenticide Training 
 

We recently held 
Rodenticide Training 

sessions at the 
Creebridge House Hotel, 

Newton Stewart and 
Tarff Town and Country, 

Dumfries.  
 

 The one day course 
covered everything 

from preventing 
infestations by 

identifying problem 
areas around a farm, to 

best practice baiting 
and how to take control 

of rodents quickly, 
safely and cost 

effectively. 
 

Thank you to our trainer, 
Oliver Madge, Pestwise, 

who travelled up to 
train all our candidates. 

The training has 
received great feedback 

and we are looking to 
organise more training 

in the New Year. 
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