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Instant Hit for Tarff Compound Range 

On 1st May 2020, we launched our newest venture, the 
‘Tarff Compound Feed Range’.  Confidence was high that it 
would do well on the back of the positive survey results we 
had from our members, but slight trepidation still lingers 
when launching something new. 
 
Well, we should not have worried!  One year on, it has been 
a great success with over 6,000t sold, between dairy, calf, 
beef and sheep units.  The dairy cakes and Tweed Starter 
pellets have been clear favourites and soon the range will 
have its very own bag design! 
 
The Tarff range is formulated in-house and then 
manufactured and delivered by a third party.  This 
relationship has developed excellently over the last 12 
months and we hope it continues, but the beauty of this 
range is we are not tied down to one supplier and so we can 
tender it out.  As your Co-Op, it is our job to find our 
members the best deals possible. 

 
One other suggestion to come out of the survey was for 
an organic range, and over the past few months we have 
begun supplying Organic meals and compounds.  This 
has also had great results with several customers giving 
positive feedback about the improved performance of 
their stock, especially the dairy accounts. 
 
If you compare the previous 12 months before the 
launch of the Tarff and organic ranges to the 12 months 
just past, we have seen a 45% growth in our compound 
figures.  An excellent result for our first year! 
 
Such a performance will be hard to replicate but if you 
would like to know more about our various compound 
ranges then please speak with your Tarff Sales 
Representative and or your local Tarff store and 
hopefully we can continue with this success story. 
 
 

Lameness in the dairy herd can have a profound impact on 
milk production, fertility, cow comfort and welfare which will 
be a huge drain on profits.  The most recent figures show 
that lameness costs the dairy industry in UK/Ireland an 
estimated £350 million. Inevitably to reduce and control 
lameness, it will require proper management and use of 
effective products.   
 
Country UF Hoof Solution Footbath:  
 Scientific patented formulation. 
 Unrivalled footbath technology which forms a self-

assembling micro-emulsion on dilution for use. 
 Solution works by penetrating deep up into the hoof 

cleft. 
 Safer for user with fewer Health & Safety implications 

and conforms with EU biocidal relations. 
 
Recommendations for Use (Cattle) 
For optimum results,  
- Footbathing should be done every milking every day.   
- The highly concentrated formula allows for use at 1% 

dilution rate for maintenance and 2%+ dilution for 
more difficult conditions.  

- Up to 750 cow passes can be made in a 200-litre 
footbath.   
 

Beef Cows, Dry Cows and Heifers 
Footbath these batches at least twice per week at 2+% to 
maintain healthy feet and avoid bringing new infections into 
milking herd.  

 
Sheep 
Lameness is one of the biggest problems in sheep farming 
and the condition causes considerable morbidity by 
impacting significantly on productivity and economic 
returns.  It is also a major animal welfare issue.  Recent 
studies show that sheep lameness cases can cost between 
£16.40 and £55.00 per case and costs can increase during 
summer months due to higher stocking rates, longer grass 
and damp conditions. 
 
Recommendations for Use (Sheep) 
For optimum results, 
- Footbathing should be done as often as possible.   
- The highly concentrated formula allows for use at 1%. 

dilution rate for maintenance and 2% dilution for 
more difficult conditions.   

- Up to 600 sheep passes can be made in a 100-litre 
footbath.   
 

Sheep Footbathing Frequency 
Depending on risk factors such as rainfall, grass length and 
stock density: 

Ewes and lambs 
at housing: 

Once a week 

Ewes and lambs 
at grass: 

Lambs:  every 2-
4 weeks   
Ewes: every 2-6 
weeks 

 
Available 5lt, 20lt and 205lt for cattle and sheep. 

NEW! Tarff Oatmaster 
Blend 

 
Oatmaster is a general-

purpose oat based coarse 
mix designed to keep stock 
ticking over whilst meeting 

both energy and protein 
requirements. This 

palatable mix is available 
in 15% or 18% crude 

protein. 
 

Call your local Tarff Sales 
Representative to find out 

more! 

Strategic worming treatments 
with an appropriate wormer 
such as DectomaxTM Pour on 

can prevent heavy worm 
burdens in first and second 

season grazing calves, while 
still allowing some exposure 

to worms for immunity to 
develop. Cooperia has been 
identified as increasingly 

prevalent in the UK and can 
cause a significant decrease 

in growth rates. Dosing at 
turnout and eight weeks later 
with Dectomax™ will prevent 

large Cooperia burdens 
building up in cattle.  

 
Ask your local Tarff RAMA for 

more information. 



 

  
Sweetgrass Fertiliser 

 

Cost effective protein liquid feed options 

The option to replace a proportion of conventional 
protein sources with a high protein liquid feed can 
help drive animal performance by providing an 
excellent source of fermentable energy and 
protein. Trials at the University of Reading 
investigated the effect of replacing 1.6kg of a 
protein blend with 2kg of Regumaize 44. The 
results found that milk yields were maintained and 
milk protein was increased from 3.62% to 3.71%  
due to the extra readily fermentable energy in the 
molasses based liquid feed. It is important to 
emphasise that a total switch to a high protein 
molasses blend would compromise the total 
protein balance in the diet and therefore a partial 
replacement is recommended alongside 
nutritional advice. This can help to determine the 
most effective replacement rate to ensure protein 
sources are balanced and cows are able to achieve 
their maximum potential.  
 
For more information about liquid feeds, please 
speak to your local Tarff Sales Representative.  

Grass has long been recognised as the most economical 
source of feed, but how many consider the balance 
between quantity and quality of grass when buying 
fertiliser to produce it?  
 
Recent data suggests most farmers could do more to 
boost forage palatability and daily intakes. 87% of Origin 
Fertilisers samples analysed for sodium had chronically 
low levels of the micronutrient – 45ppm or less – levels 
which will almost certainly impact on grassland 
palatability. Sodium is involved in the synthesis of sugars 
within plants and so where there is a deficiency, grass is 
likely to be less sweet and as a result, less palatable.  
 
Applications of Origin’s Sweetgrass are proven to boost 
forage sodium to optimum levels, giving improved 
livestock performance. In a split field trial at Ballantrae, 
Ayrshire, comparing it against straight nitrogen, 
Sweetgrass increased sodium levels from deficient to 
optimum. It also reduced potassium levels by 25%, 
resulting in a K:Na ratio of 8:1 well in the ideal range of < 
10:1. 
 
Balancing the K:Na ratio is even more important this year. 
Origin Fertilisers’ Matthew Everett explains: “Grass 
samples from early May are showing high K:Na ratios of 
>40:1, possibly due to very low soil sodium levels after 
winter and grass taking up potassium in response to the 
cold, dry weather.  

“A timely application of Sweetgrass will rapidly off-
set this balance and restore K:Na ratios, minimising 
the risk of staggers and mineral imbalances.” 
 
The benefits of adding sodium to fertiliser for dairy 
farmers were proven by Bangor University back in 
1999, with DM intake increasing by 18.6% and milk 
yield by 9.3%. But are there benefits to livestock?  
 
“If livestock, grazing on Sweetgrass, were eating 
more nutritious grass, we felt that this would 
translate into increased weightgain, so we set up a 
trial in Northumberland to test this. Half the lambs 
were grazed on Sweetgrass and half on Ammonium 
Nitrate and they were weighed 4 times from July to 
September,” explained Matthew.  
 
Over a 45-day period, lambs grazing pastures treated 
with Sweetgrass gained 7.4kg/hd on average 
compared to 6.3kg/hd for those grazing pastures 
treated with ammonium nitrate. This 17.6% increase 
is worth £2.28 assuming a lamb liveweight value of 
200p/kg.  
 
Speak to your local Tarff Sales Representatives about 
the benefits Sweetgrass can bring to your livestock 
this summer. 

TARFF ‘KICKS OFF’ THE 
KICKSTART SCHEME IN 

DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY  
 

On Monday 24th May, Tarff, 
alongside Dumfries and 

Galloway Chamber of 
Commerce, D&G Developing 

Young Workforce and 
Department for Work and 

Pensions, launched the 
Kickstart Scheme in Dumfries 

and Galloway. The Kickstart 
scheme is a national training 

programme created by the 
Government to help 

unemployed youngsters gain 
new skills and work 

experience. 
 

The scheme is a 6 month, paid 
work experience and Tarff has 

placements at its Dumfries 
store and Head Office, 

Ringford. There are several 
roles to choose from, 

including warehousing, 
handyperson and 

administration. Over the 
course of the programme, 
students undertake their 

Certificate of Work Readiness 
qualification (SCQF 4) and are 

mentored by a member of 
Tarff staff. Tarff is looking 

forward to working with the 
students and providing them 

with a work placement, which 
will hopefully be a great 

steppingstone for gaining 
future employment. 

Nematodirus Forecast 
 

Lamb growth rates can be 
severely hampered due to 
nematodirus. Speak to a 

Registered Animal 
Medicines Advisor in your 

local Tarff branch for more 
information.  

 
Watch the SCOPS 

nematodirus forecast for  
the latest update on 

disease challenge in your 
area.  Click the link below  

 
https://www.scops.org.uk/f

orecasts/nematodirus-
forecast/ 


