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Why Managing Worms Will Help Cattle Farmers Meet Wider Industry Targets   
 

While efficiency encompasses all areas of farm management 
and production, there are some practical management tools 
producers can use to help make the farm more efficient.  
 
A recent scientific report has highlighted the financial drain 
worms are having on UK livestock farms with annual costs of up 
to £270 million due to lost production and treatment 
expenditure every year. However, as farmers look to produce 
more meat and milk from grazed grass it is expected these costs 
could rise, if action is not taken.  
 
It is an issue the report authors say remains hidden on many 
farms with it ‘grumbling away’ in the background. In the UK, 
dairy cattle account for 55% of the total annual sum, and beef 
cattle 29%.   
 
So, what can farmers be doing to help stem the rise in worm 
populations on farms and make their farm more efficient?  
 
Understanding the risk  
The starting point for every farmer should be to understand 
what the worm risk is on their farm. This is possible through use 
of:   
• Monitoring weights 
• Faecal egg count testing (for worms) or coproantigen testing 
(for fluke) 
• Post-mortems 
• Data from abattoirs  
 
Once this is established a plan can be put in place to help 
manage the risk. This may include:  
 
1. Grazing management 
a. Some pastures may be more prone to certain parasites 

b. Different ages of stock may be less / more at risk 
due to their level of immunity so can be grazed 
strategically 
c. Depending on whether it is permanent pasture, 
silage aftermath, etc.  
d. What has grazed the field previously 
  
2. Regular monitoring of worms through monitoring 
weights and faecal egg counts 
 
3. Strategic use of anthelmintics – following the five 
‘r’ rule  
 

1. The right product for the type of worm 
2. The right animal 
3. The right time 
4. The right dose rates 
5. Administered in the right way 

 
Managing the worm burden on farm may be only one 
part of the jigsaw to improving farm efficiency, but it 
is an important part. Not managing it can have 
negative consequences on cattle growth resulting in 
longer finishing times, poorer meat quality and 
higher emissions – not to mention the impact on cow 
welfare.  
 
Speak to your Registered Animal Medicines Advisor 
in your local Tarff branch for further information on 
what the right treatment strategy is for your farm. 
 
 
 
References available on request. 

Applications for the 2021 Pre-Apprenticeship 
Programme closed on Monday 12th April. 
There have been applications from across 
Dumfries and Galloway, with some reaching 
up into Ayrshire and beyond!  
 
We are looking for mentors to take on a Pre-
Apprentice to introduce them to a career in 
Agriculture, help them learn and develop 
their skills.  
 
The Pre-Apprenticeship Programme lasts for 
26 weeks and is a paid work experience. 

Students have a three-week training 
period before starting their 
placement. Students are taught 
Manual Handling, First Aid, Health & 
Safety and tractor driving. If you 
think you have what it takes to 
become a mentor and would like to 

Meet Christine! 
 

Christine Erskine has recently 
joined Tarff as Finance and 

Administration Manager. Prior 
to joining Tarff, Christine 

worked for Aggreko 
Manufacturing, Loch Fyne 
Oysters and Kent Foods.  

Christine is looking forward to 
getting to know everyone at 
Tarff, especially once Covid 
restrictions are eased and 

meeting them in person and 
putting faces to names! In 
Christine’s spare time, she 
enjoys going to concerts, 

theatre and the cinema.  She 
also likes hill walking, jogging 

and is learning to play the 
drums! 

Protect your Silage Sheets 
from Bird & Wildlife Damage 

 
Secure Covers make 

sheeting up silage clamps 
quick, clean and easy. 

  
Made from tough interlocked 
knitted HDPE, Secure Covers 
are used over silage sheets 

and held in place with 
Secure Gravel Bags. 

 
Secure Covers can also be 
used to protect bale silage, 
ag bags and straw stacks. 

 
Call your local Tarff Sales 

Representative today to find 
out more! 

explore the role in greater detail, please get in contact 
with Programme Leader, Tracey McEwan, 
tracey.mcewan@tarffvalley.co.uk or call 07785 657861. 
Alternatively, you can visit www.tarffvalley.co.uk and 
download a ‘Register your Interest’ form to become a 
mentor from the Pre-Apprenticeship page on the 

   

mailto:tracey.mcewan@tarffvalley.co.uk
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Exciting new development at our Islay store! 
 

Optimising rumen function and profitability during the grazing season 

The reduced fibre content in fresh grass is a challenge 
faced every year. However, it’s how we manage these 
challenges to optimise rumen function that is key to 
driving system profitability.  
 
Ruminants require a substantial amount of fibre (NDF 
and ADF) with a minimum of 22% of the ration dry 
matter % being physically effective fibre (peNDF). 
However, in grass-based systems the amount of fibre 
provided through the forage portion of the ration is 
reduced. For example, grass silage has a NDF content 
between 38-50%, whereas fresh spring grass is between 
30-45%. Whilst the NDF content is still relatively high 
when compared to other feed ingredients, the lower 
peNDF in fresh grass (6-12%) in comparison to grass 
silage (12-20%) reduces the chewing time and the 
amount of saliva produced to aid rumen pH stabilisation. 
 
In addition to the pH challenge there is also a higher 
sugar content in fresh grass (4-8% verses 1-4% in grass 
silage). This excess sugar can be converted in the rumen 
to lactic acid, which is 10 times more acidic than the 
other VFAs, making the rumen environment more acidic.  
 
Sub acute ruminal acidosis (SARA) causes a range of 
issues for rumen health and animal performance. Some 
symptoms of SARA include reduced feed intake, 
lameness, milk yield and component drops. The 
reduction in milk butterfat % is particularly noteworthy 

due to the natural seasonal decline seen in spring and 
without careful management, this decline can be 
extenuated in grazing systems. The main precursor for 
milk butterfat production is the volatile fatty acid 
‘acetate’ which is the by-product of fibre digestion. 
Therefore, when fibre digestion is compromised 
through low fibre availability or by rumen pH 
reduction through lactic acid accumulation, milk 
butterfat production is negatively affected.  
 
Optimising rumen pH at grass: 
Acid Buf rumen buffer and Vistacell live yeast have 
continually shown improvements in milk fat and 
protein yield, energy corrected milk and a significant 
reduction in the time the rumen spends below pH 5.8 
(marginal acidosis threshold). Acid Buf’s unique 
honeycomb structure delivers acid neutralisation over 
an 8-hour period, providing the cows with increased 
protection from pH drops between meals whilst 
grazing. Vistacell competes with the lactic acid 
producing microorganisms for free sugars, in addition 
to encouraging the growth of the fibre digesting 
microorganisms to aid nutrient utilisation and boost 
milk component levels. The combination of Acid Buf 
and Vistacell is key in optimising rumen health and 
profitability this grazing season. 
 
Speak to your local Tarff Sales Representative for more 
information about Acid Buf and Vistacell. 

Dumfries Store Re-Opens 
 

On Monday 26th April, our 
Dumfries branch, Tarff Town 

and Country, re-opened! 
After months of operating a 

‘Call and Collect’ service, the 
team at Dumfries has been 

excited to welcome 
customers back through the 

doors! The in-store coffee 
shop also re-opened on 26th 

April.  
 

We would like to thank our 
customers for being so 

patient and understanding 
over the last few months. 

The Dumfries store has lots 
of exciting new product lines 
so make sure you come and 

visit!  

 
Women in Agriculture  
ATV Sit Astride Course 

Although our plans were delayed by Coronavirus, we 
are pleased to say that the next stage of the Islay store 
refit is now complete! It has taken a while to get the 
upstairs of the shop sorted and have a safe access 
point installed, but it is now home to a range of 
clothing, footwear, workwear and gifts. We stock 
leading brands such as Hoggs of Fife, Dublin, V12, 
Muckboots and much more! 

Tarff Services held its first Women in Agriculture 
funded ATV Sit Astride course on Saturday 24th April. 
Two of the quad bikes on the course were supplied by 
Paterson ATV, Dalbeattie.  
 
The ATV course entails a balanced mix of theory and 
practice, starting with a detailed look at key health and 
safety issues. Trainees practise basic manoeuvres and 
get to grips with riding on a range of different and 
challenging terrains. 
 
If you are a women in Agriculture looking to undertake 
a training course through the funding scheme, please 
speak to Tracey McEwan, Services Coordinator, on 
07785 657861, who can discuss  
the various training courses  
which Tarff Services can organise.  
 

Nutrient Management Plans 
 

 Nutrient Management 
Planning enables your farm 
business to target nutrient 

inputs to optimise plant 
performance and crop 
response. By properly 

balancing the use of slurry / 
manure with the application 

of the right amount of the 
right type of synthetic 
fertiliser, you can more 

efficiently meet the crop’s 
needs, resulting in economic 
and environmental benefits. 

 
A good Nutrient Management 

Plan forms the basis for 
sound economic and 
environmental crop 

production. Your Plan is 
unique to your farm and your 

Tarff adviser is on hand to 
help guide you through 

understanding and 
implementing the outcome. 
It is a living document, in the 
same way that your crops of 
grass or cereals are living, 

and should therefore ideally 
be updated on an annual 

basis to reflect changes in 
cropping, weather and plant 

needs. 
 

If you are interested and 
would like to find out more, 
please speak to your local 

Sales Representative. 


