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Reduce Coughing and Respiratory Irritation This Winter 

 

In Recent News… 
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Calves and sheep can develop respiratory problems 
shortly after housing in autumn and winter months. 
Damp, foggy days during the winter and a persistent 
damp atmosphere in the shed, supports a much higher 
level of infectious agents than dry air. 
 
The autumn of 2020 has seen wide fluctuations in 
weather, which has given rise to a significantly larger 
respiratory challenge than would normally be 
expected, putting the risk of pneumonia and other 
respiratory related problems in young calves and sheep 
at the forefront of many farmers’ minds.  
 
The growing awareness of antimicrobial resistance 
within agriculture is prompting farmers to move away 
from antibiotics in search of alternative natural 
solutions. Crystalyx Easy Breather has been specially 
formulated to help develop and support a strong 
immune defence system within young animals, giving 
livestock a chance to protect themselves against 
infectious challenges. Easy Breather allows animals to 
breathe easily by keeping respiratory passages clear 
which in turn helps to keep them relaxed. Easy Breather 
is not intended to be a substitute for good 
management, but it does provide a powerful, natural 
aid to help housed animals withstand respiratory 
challenges.  
 

Stress is also a major factor in the spread of disease 
because it reduces the immune response. Livestock 
can become stressed by such factors as weaning, 
transportation, housing and/or regrouping, 
competition for insufficient feed, overcrowding and 
any management change which causes serious 
disturbance. 
 
Extensive trial work has shown Crystalyx Easy 
Breather significantly reduces the incidence of 
coughing and respiratory irritation in housed 
calves/sheep and allows them to regain their 
appetite after a stress or challenge. Research at 
Krakow University in Poland confirms that offering 
Crystalyx Easy Breather to Holstein Dairy Calves 
increased growth rates by 8% over control. Similarly, 
trials conducted in Russia confirmed that feeding 
Crystalyx Easy Breather to stressed calves improved 
DLWG by 11.3%.  
 
Call your local Tarff Sales Representative today to 
find out more about Crystalyx Easy Breather! 

As you might have seen recently in the press, Marks 
and Spencer (M&S) has worked with the Dairy farmers 
who supply the retailer with RSPCA Assured milk, and 
has made the decision to replace soya feed in their 
animals’ diet with alternative sources of protein. This 
decision has been driven by M&S’s goal to achieve 
zero deforestation for all its products, including food 
and drink.  
 
Should customers have concerns about other retailers 
following a similar path to M&S to try and reduce their 
impact on the environment, we are happy to speak to 
customers to discuss their feed options. Our Product 
Managers are on hand to give advice at any time.  
 

Tarff has an experienced team of Nutritionists and has 
access to advice through a number of trusted sources, 
which has been achieved through excellent working 
relationships with suppliers.  
 
Call 01557 820247 today to speak to a Product 
Manager from the feed team.  
 

Phil Broatch, Compound Feed Manager 
Ian Houston, Straights Trader  

 
  

After 32 years as Glenluce 
Store Manager, Ronnie Laverie 
has announced his intention to 
retire at the end of the year. We 

are not really sure where to 
start to recognise Ronnie’s 

contribution over the years, but 
one thing’s for sure, his loyalty 

and dedication to Tarff is 
unquestionable. From setting 

up the Glenluce store, to 
organising the local 

Agricultural shows and being 
the face of Tarff in and around 

the Glenluce area, his presence 
has been greatly valued by 

farmers and the rural 
community over his time with 
us. Ronnie, we wish you every 

success in your retirement 
when it comes and when you 

have all this free time, we 
expect to see you back out on 
the bowling green perfecting 

your game! 



  

Planning for Successful Lambing Starts Now 
 

A ‘round-up’ of the Tarff Agronomy Year 

NutriBomb Fat Balls 
We currently have an offer* on 
Honeyfields NutriBombs tubs 

for birds! 140 per tub, £16.99 for 
1 box or £30 for 2 boxes! What 

makes nutri-bomb fat balls so 
irresistible to wild birds? 

 

 
 
 

As we all returned to work from our New Year break, no 
one could have anticipated what the year ahead would 
bring! Everyone wished each other all the best for 2020 but 
that was a forlorn hope! 
 
January was mild, although had its wet spells! The 
Agronomy team was busy encouraging farmers to book 
their Spring Barley seed to ensure their required varieties 
could be supplied. Planet was the most favoured species 
followed by the new high yielding Diablo.  
 
Throughout February, the wet spells worsened but still 
remained mild. Our Agronomists were still busy trying to 
assess customers seed options for the Spring as well as 
discussing Spring Barley requirements.  
 
In March, the year started to go ‘off piste’ and visiting 
customers and carrying out the usual activities was made 
slightly more challenging! COVID 19 meant the team 
immediately decided to start working from home and carry 
out crop inspections with minimal farmer contact. Our 
Agronomists ensured farmers were contacted and advised 
of the result of their visits. The Greenlight spray 
instructions were e-mailed to the relevant people, and 
deliveries arranged remotely.  
 
Come April, the weather was dry. Cereal and grass seeds 
were sown and grassland sprayed. The dry weather 
continued up until mid-May and the main topic of 
conversation with farmers was not the pandemic but the 

drought! The rain eventually caught up with us and 
arrived in June. July and August were a washout. 
Thankfully, a drier September and October allowed for 
the harvest and the sowing of Winter cereals. Tower 
Winter barley was the bestselling variety and Skyscraper 
was the most favoured wheat.  
 
As we start to think about 2021, we would like to remind 
customers to consider now your Spring cereal seed 
requirements for the New Year, and let one of the 
Agronomy team know as soon as possible. 
 
As we now approach the end of this different and 
challenging year, we can only look forward to an easier 
2021. The Agronomy team would like to thank you all for 
your support this year and wishes you a Merry 
Christmas!   
 

Staff Member Role & Phone Number 
Stair Brown 
(Dumfries) 

Seed and Crop Protection 
Manager,  
07525 669174 

Rory Clark 
Kennedy 
(Ayrshire) 

Agronomist,  
07384 259471 

Calum McCall  
(Wigtownshire) 

Agronomist,  
07765 884985 

 

 

• Fair to nature 

• No nets 

• No fillers 

• Enriched with vitamins 
and minerals 

• Provide extra essential 
energy 

• Great for year-round 
health 

 
*Whilst Stocks Last.  

 

Firstly, take a silage or hay sample and hand this into your 
local Tarff branch so it can be sent off to be analysed.  
 
Using a rationing programme called EweCheck, which is 
unique to Carrs Billington, gives rations based on ewe 
breed, weight, scanning results and forage analysis. 
EweCheck calculates the feed rates required to balance 
the forages available and allows for comparison of the 
relative values of different feeds, including cost analysis. 
 
James Chapman, Carrs Billington Beef and Sheep product 
manager, comments “Having used EweCheck for the past 
two seasons, it gives me a quick, professional and reliable 
way to ration ewes.” 
 
EweCheck ensures that both energy and protein 
requirements are met in the diet. It is vital to ensure that 
enough Metabolisable Protein (MP) is fed as pregnancy 
proceeds, with increasing demand driven by the rapidly 
growing lambs. 
 
MP is made of the protein produced by the rumen 
microflora and DUP, a rumen by-pass protein.  As 
abdominal space is increasingly filled with lambs, the 
rumen is unable to achieve full capacity which means that 
less Microbial Protein is produced in the rumen. 

 
To compensate, it is vital that the DUP content of the feed 
is increased. Failure to do this means lamb birthweight 
will be reduced. Just as we look for concentrated energy 
sources in quality ewe feeds, so we also need a 
concentrated supply of DUP.  
 
At Tarff, we supply Carrs Billington compound feeds 
which incorporate AminoMax-L, unique to Carrs 
Billington. This rumen protected soya product has over 
70% of the crude protein as DUP. This compares to Hipro 
Soya with around 40% DUP. Even Fishmeal, which many 
of you will fondly remember, only has 50% of the crude 
protein as DUP. Our ewe feeds; EweMax 19, Excel 18 and 
Ewelac 18 all contain AminoMax-L.  
 
Contact Tarff on 01557 820247 for more information or 
speak to your local Tarff Sales Representative.  
 

Tarff Services recently held 
its first 360 Excavator 

(tracked) training course! 
 

The course helps equip 
trainees with the knowledge 

and confidence needed to 
operate this machine safely, 

whilst protecting themselves 
and people around them. 

 
We were also pleased to have 
been able to offer this course 

to one of our Pre-
Apprentices as part of the 

training provided throughout 
the Pre-Apprenticeship 

programme. This training will 
now allow the student to 

progress in his place of work 
and feel more confident 

when operating this machine. 
 

If you are interested and 
would like to find out more 

about the courses which 
Tarff Services offers, please 

contact Services Coordinator, 
Tracey McEwan on 07785 

657861 or email 
tracey.mcewan@tarffvalley.

co.uk. 



 

Christmas Store Opening Times 
Thursday 24th December (Christmas Eve) 

Stores open 8am - 5pm 
(Longtown 8.30am - 12 noon) 

(Newtown St Boswells 8am - 2pm) 
(Islay 8.30am—5.30pm) 

(Dumfries 8am - 5.30pm) 

Friday 25th - Monday 28th December 
All Stores Closed 

Tuesday 29th December 
Stores open 8am - 5pm 

(Longtown 8.30am - 5pm) 
(Islay 8.30am—5.30pm) 

(Dumfries 8am - 5.30pm) 

Wednesday 30th December 
Stores open 8am - 5pm 

(Longtown 8.30am - 5pm) 
(Islay 8.30am—5.30pm) 

(Dumfries 8am - 5.30pm) 

Thursday 31st December (New Year's Eve) 
Stores open 8am - 5pm 

(Longtown 8.30am - 2pm) 
(Islay 8.30am—5.30pm) 

(Newtown St Boswells 8am – 2pm) 
(Dumfries 8am - 5.30pm) 

Friday 1st - Monday 4th January 
All Stores Closed 

Tuesday 5th January  
Stores open 8am - 5pm 

(Longtown 8.30am - 5pm) 
(Islay 8.30am—5.30pm) 

(Dumfries 8am - 5.30pm) 

From Tuesday 5th January, 
all Tarff stores are back to 

normal working hours. 

 


