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Our 10th Store is now open! 

 

Lameness Awareness 
We are delighted to announce that our 10th store based on 
the Isle of Islay, at Islay House Square is now OPEN!  
                                                                            
The store offers a comprehensive range of products which 
caters for the rural community, smallholders and farmers. 
The product range includes Animal Feed, Fertiliser, Animal 
Health and Equipment, Agronomy, Hardware, Clothing and 
Footwear and much more. There is also a selection of 
products specially dedicated to the horse and small animal 
owner, such as feeding, brushes and pet accessories. 
 
It has been an uncertain time recently but with the COVID-
19 restrictions lifting slightly, this has allowed Tarff staff to 
get the shop ready. The store is initially stocking essential 
products which have been carefully picked to suit all our 
customers’ needs ie animal feed for small and large animals, 
household goods, buckets/brushes, poultry products, 
waterproofs and wellies to name but a few items. When the 
store is fully up and running, it will sell a much wider range 
of goods including quality clothing and footwear with brands 
including Hoggs of Fife, Le Chameau and Jack Pyke.  
 
The store has a number of guidelines in place to make it safe 
for customers and staff i.e screens at the till area and a 
reduced number of customers in the store at any one time. 
If customers would prefer to ‘Call and Collect’, Store 
Manager, Mairi Hope, will be more than happy to assist you. 
Please call the shop on 01496 301563, speak to Mairi about 
the various products which are stocked, with payment then 
taken over the phone. An allocated collection time will be 
given. Islay Sales Representative, Neil MacLean will also be 
on hand to answer any questions you might have. You can 
contact him on 07801 582200.  
 
Store Opening Hours 
Monday – Friday, 8.30am – 5.30pm 
Saturday, 8.30am – 1.30pm 
Sunday, Closed.   
 
Tarff is looking forward to offering this service to the Islay 
community and continuing to build on its relationships with 
new and existing customers on the island. 

Winter Cereal Seed 
 

Yes, we're back to that 
time of year! Have you 

thought about your Winter 
Cereal Seed? We offer a 

number of different cereal 
varieties. Call your Tarff 

Sales Representative who 
will be able to give you 

fuller details of what Tarff 
can offer you. 

Sheep flocks often suffer from an increase in lameness 
during the summer months and sheep farmers should 
focus on measures to bring peace of mind and prevent 
problems developing when the flock may not be easily 
accessible. 
 
The run up to weaning is an ideal time to identify and note 
problems before any disease becomes more established. 
Check feet regularly, as sheep with early stage footrot or 
contagious ovine digital dermatitis (CODD) have been 
known not to appear as being lame. 
 
Most sheep lameness in the UK is caused by the bacteria 
Dichelobacter nodosus, which can appear as scald or as 
footrot. If allowed to progress, it causes significant 
discomfort and welfare concerns due to the obvious pain. 
Becoming more widespread is CODD, caused by a 
treponeme bacteria, it has a progressive nature and in its 
later stages can cause severe lameness. 
 
Recent work has looked at management practices that can 
reduce the levels of lameness found in a sheep flock. This 
includes the development of an industry accepted 
framework, the FAI Five Point Plan (5PP), to establish best 
practice for managing lameness in sheep. Across the 
sheep farming community there is real momentum 
behind the 5PP and many have confirmed that 
implementing it and sustaining it helps to keep flock 
lameness incidence down to 2% or less.  
 

Lameness remains a significant welfare and economic 
issue for sheep flocks in the UK. Adopting the Five Point 
Plan in its entirety has been shown to give the greatest 
chance of reducing lameness by a combination of 
standard farm practices that decrease the level of risk. 
Conversely, it has been seen that by dropping any one of 
the five management practices, there is often a resulting 
increase in the prevalence of lameness in the flock – that’s 
why it is called the Five Point Plan. 
 

Don't miss out on our Calf 
Creep Special Offer! 

  
Available on our Nutty 16 
and Summer Calf Creep 

blends! The offer is 
available until Friday 7th 
August for feed delivered 
up until 30th September 

2020. 

Well… It was almost show 
time! We are now at the 
beginning of August and 

we would have been 
halfway through the local 

Agricultural Shows in 
Dumfries and Galloway. We 
thoroughly enjoy catching 
up with customers at the 
Tarff tent and are already 

looking forward to the 
shows in 2021!  



 

  
Plan ahead for full season sustainable worm control 

 

Pre-Apprenticeship Update 

Managing the gut roundworm burden in lambs is essential if 
lambs are to grow well, and reach slaughter weight (or tupping 
weight for replacement ewe lambs) with minimal concentrate 
feeding and extra cost. 
 
Planning the season’s worm management strategy can start 
before lambs are born. Assessing pasture contamination from 
the previous grazing season (a major factor in spring and early 
summer parasite challenge) allows the grazing management 
plan to be tailored to avoid grazing young lambs on high risk 
pastures. 
 
Wormers are vital for any worm control plan, but reliance on 
wormers in the past has led to the development of 
anthelminthic resistant worm populations. Most farms will 
have a degree of resistance to one or more of the three older 
wormer classes. Worryingly, around one quarter of farms had 
active resistance to more than one.  
 
While wormers may appear to be working, enough worms can 
be left behind after treatment to significantly impact growth 
rates, which can be reduced by up to 50% without any visible 
signs. Checking to see what has been left behind after any 
treatment is the best way to identify the problem early. 
 
Grazing management can help manage worm challenge and 
reduce reliance on wormers. When wormers are used, three 
factors will drive the development of resistant worm 
populations: 
 

1.  Over use e.g. frequent use of the same group or dosing 
animals ‘just in case’ when the worm burden is low. 

2.  Under dosing (under-estimating animal weights 
and/or not calibrating dosing equipment) - allows more 
worms to survive treatment, increasing the frequency 
of resistant genes in the population. 

3. Worming animals when the refugia population is low 
(i.e. the part of the worm population not exposed to 
the treatment, e.g. worm eggs and larvae on pasture). 
This reduces the chance of ‘diluting’ resistant worms 
surviving treatment, most likely when lambs are dosed 
and moved to clean pasture, or when ewes are wormed 
at lambing time. 

 

Checking lamb dung samples for worm egg counts is an easy 
way to monitor worm burdens and ensure lambs are treated 
when they need it, and treatments are not wasted when 
burdens are low. Collecting 10 fresh samples for a pooled 
worm egg count will give a good indication of the worm 
burden in the group, and if samples are collected 7 days 
after treatment with a group 2-LV (yellow) wormer, or 14 
days after all other groups, will let you know if any worms 
have been left behind. As the predominant worm species 
changes through the grazing season, repeating the ‘drench 
check’ after every treatment will give an idea of which 
worms are surviving which treatments. See 
https://farmanimalhealth.co.uk/uk-fah-worms for video 
tips on sampling.  
 
Group4-AD (orange) and Group5-SI (purple) 
These are the newest groups available, and to date, there 
has been very little resistance detected worldwide to either 
group. Effective worm management relies on strategic 
inclusion of the newer actives now. 
 
Zolvix™ (monepantel, group4-AD) should be used as a farm 
protection (quarantine) dose for all incoming sheep to 
avoiding buying in resistant worms (see www.scops.org.uk  
for guidance on effective quarantine treatments) and as a 
break dose for all remaining lambs. The timing of this 
treatment will vary depending on summer weather 
conditions, and should replace one dose of a Group 1, Group 
2, or Group 3 wormer in the second half of the grazing 
season. This removes any resistant worms left behind by 
previous treatments, allowing lambs to reach their growth 
potential and make the most of late season grass. It also 
reduces the number of resistant worm eggs reaching 
pasture in the autumn, which as mentioned earlier is a 
major factor affecting pasture worm burdens in the spring. 

For advice on Zolvix, please speak to 
a RAMA (Registered Animal 
Medicines Advisor) in your local 
Tarff branch.  

Usually around this time 
of year RSABI would be 
gearing up for the Great 

Glen Challenge. Due to the 
current circumstances, 
the event is not going 

ahead this year. Tarff has 
had several teams take 

part in the challenge over 
the last few years and it's 
always an excellent way 

for our staff to team build 
but also raise a few 

pennies for the charity!  
 

We are in unprecedented 
times at the moment and 
everyone will be dealing 

with the situation in their 
own way. If you feel that 

RSABI may be of 
assistance to you, the 
RSABI helpline is open 

7am – 11pm and the 
number to call is 0300 111 

4166.  
 

RSABI has also launched 
the #RSABI500 campaign 
to encourage 500 people 

and businesses to sign up 
to the Supporter Scheme. 
You can sign up from just 

£2 per month. Find out 
more: 

https://www.rsabi.org.uk/
Our-Supporter-Scheme On Monday 6th July, our twelve Pre-Apprentices started their 

induction to the 2020/21 Pre-Apprenticeship programme. Due to 
the current circumstances, all workbook material/talks were held 
over Microsoft Teams, a virtual chat programme. The students 
were joined by John Flanagan, Lecturer from Barony SRUC who 
gave an Introduction to Agriculture and started the Certificate of 
Work Readiness Award. Staff members, Katie Mason (Beef & 
Sheep Nutritionist), Holly Dyer (Dairy Nutritionist) and Stair Brown 
(Agronomist) and Andy McGowan, Chief Executive, Scottish Pig 
Producers, presented  PowerPoints regarding their area of 
expertise to give students an underpinning knowledge of various 
subject areas before starting their placement. On week 
commencing 13th July, tractor training for the students began. 
The first session was held near Stranraer with four students taking 
part in the 3-day course (pictured). We send our sincere thanks to 
James Gordon Ltd for the use of the Class tractors and Roger Neill, 

Kirminnoch Farms and Alistair Marshall, Hardgrove Farm 
for the use of their tractors and sheds for training. We are 
extremely grateful to you all for your support of the 
programme and willingness to provide machinery and 
equipment to make the training run as smoothly as 
possible! It is hoped that students will have started their 
placements by August. 
  

https://farmanimalhealth.co.uk/uk-fah-worms
http://www.scops.org.uk/

