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ZM-Grow is a new award-winning multi-nutrient foliar 

that has been launched in the UK and Ireland. This 

unique Zinc, manganese and sulphur fertiliser is made 

from extracting the nutrient from recycled alkaline 

batteries through a special process developed by 

Tracegrow in Finland. This is thought to be the only 

process that can produce zinc and manganese from this 

source to the necessary purity to create a highly flexible 

liquid fertiliser that can be an exceptional tank mix 

partner for fungicides and herbicides. 

 

With limited recycling options for alkaline batteries, the 

process is not only helping growers to be more 

sustainable, but also reduces the risk of toxic substances 

contaminating ground water and the environment.  

 

In excess of 10 billion batteries are manufactured in the 

world each year and just one battery can contaminate 

more than 160,000 litres of drinking water, should it not 

be disposed of correctly. 

 

While zinc deficiency is seen in 10-15% of UK field crops, 

often on sandy soils with both high pH and phosphate 

status, manganese is the most common micronutrient 

deficiency. Cereals, in particular barley, and peas are all 

prone to these deficiencies. Tarff recommends testing 

soils or crop leaves before deciding on timing and 

application levels. 

 

ZM-Grow is applied diluted from a concentrate. 

Depending on your agronomist’s recommendations, 2-3 

litres of concentrate are recommended per hectare. This 

delivers 120-180g of zinc per hectare, 124-186g 

manganese and 156-234 of sulphur all in a sulphate 

form. 

 

All compatibility charts and trial data are available on 

www.badgercropnutrition.co.uk 

A new nationwide scheme has been launched to provide farmers 

and growers with environmentally responsible solutions for the 

end-of-life management of their non-packaging agricultural 

plastics.  This is an industry led initiative operating under the 

framework of the Extended Producer Responsibility of the 

manufacturers of agricultural plastics, representing 80% of the 

UK market.   

  

APE (Agriculture, Plastic and Environment), a non-profit 

organisation, will bring its experience from other countries in 

Europe where such national schemes have been highly successful 

in increasing the quantity of agricultural plastics collected after 

use.  It is estimated that only 30% of used non-packaging 

agricultural plastics are managed properly in the UK today as 

farmers and growers have limited options available to them.  APE 

aims to increase the quantity collected in the UK to 80% within 5 

years through the setup of a national network of licensed 

collectors, bring centres and municipal waste sites.  

 

To finance the setup of the scheme an “Environmental Protection 

Contribution” (EPC) of £20/tonne (2p per kg) will be applied on 

the following products: Greenhouse and Tunnel Film, Mulch Film, 

Silage Sheets, Silage Wrap, Bale Net and Bale Twine.  

 

Producers and representatives of distributors, co-ops, farmers 

and growers will be directly involved in the governance of the 

scheme.  It will operate throughout the UK so that all farmers and 

growers will have access to it.  All farm plastic collectors are 

invited to join the scheme but are not obligated to do so.  Farmers 

and growers can continue to use any collector they may already 

be working with.  More details about the national network will be 

published later this year and operations should start January 

2021.  In effect, all contributing products put on the market 

during 2020 will contribute to the cost of their recycling after use, 

next year.  

 

The scheme will also provide educational, technical and financial 

support to improve the quality of the waste collected so as to 

improve the efficiencies of recycling it.  This will enable producers 

to integrate more recycled feedstock into the production of new 

products, thereby improving the efficiency of the Circular 

Economy.  

  

 



 

  

‘Grow More Milk’ is a new initiative from Volac which aims to help 

dairy farmers produce more milk from their homegrown silage. 

 

Based on the recognition that the ability to grow good grass is a 

major asset for UK farmers, it seeks to help producers ‘lock in’ as 

much of its nutritional value as possible when turning it into 

silage.  

 

By doing this, more of its dry matter and nutrients are available 

to produce milk.  

 

Examples of information in the initiative include the importance 

of leaving a decent sward height when mowing to minimise the 

chance of certain ‘bad’ bacteria getting into the clamp, which can 

be disastrous for the fermentation that preserves the silage. 

 

Further content includes the importance of wilting rapidly to 28-

32% dry matter, as the optimum for both minimising effluent and 

aiding consolidation. Good consolidation, in turn, is important to 

improve the chance of achieving a good fermentation, says Volac, 

and to minimise the risk of silage heating up. 

 

There is also information on chopping grass to the correct length 

according to the % dry matter content, which is also important to 

aid consolidation, and on the integral role that a quality additive 

plays in producing good silage. 

 

Without a quality additive, how well silage ferments is much more 

open to chance.  

 

We are now looking forward to Spring and are happy to be 

leaving the dreich winter behind. Many grass swards have 

suffered from waterlogging, poaching and compaction and 

because of the extraordinarily mild winter, grass leys have 

barely stopped growing.  

 

Now is the time to start thinking about re-seeding those fields 

to ensure that there is plenty grass and silage to provide your 

forage requirements this year. 

 

At Tarff, we offer a range of high-quality grass seed at very 

attractive prices. Tarff high performance Scottish Leys use the 

best available SRUC recommended varieties which are 

extremely persistent and provide copious amounts of high 

sugar grass for both cutting and grazing. 

 

 

 

By comparison, as well as improving fermentation, treating 

with the proven additive Ecosyl has been shown to: 

• Preserve more of the dry matter ensiled               more 

silage to feed. 

• Preserve more of the silage’s nutritional value            better 

quality silage to feed. 

• Improve silage intakes and the yield of milk produced per 

cow per day              more milk from home-produced silage. 

 

To find out more about ‘Grow More Milk’ visit 

www.ecosyl.com 

Tarff provides a range of off the shelf grass seeds which are 

either in stock at our stores or can be delivered direct to 

farm. All the grass seed mixes on our portfolio can come 

with or without clover.  

 

We also offer a service of creating bespoke mixes if this is 

preferred. Special mixes are always well priced but can 

take longer to deliver. There is a minimum order size of 20 

x 14Kg on special mixes. 

 

We also offer a complete range of Organic grass seeds at 

competitive prices. 

 

Please speak to your local representative or Stair or Rory 

for a brochure, pricing or further information. 

All those with First Aid Training that expires on or after 16th March 

2020 will be allowed to extend the validity of their certificates for 

3 months if they can clearly describe reasons for delaying their 

requalification, and the steps they have taken to look for training, 

if it is related to coronavirus pandemic. This situation will be 

reviewed by HSE in 12 weeks depending on the position with 

COVID-19.  

All training has stopped since the outbreak of COVID-19. However, 

Tarff Services is drawing up a schedule of training needs and is 

hoping to have trainers organised to resume on-farm training 

courses when the current restrictions are lifted. Although 

it is difficult to know when this might happen, we are trying 

to ensure that our customers can return to usual working 

practices and 

maintaining 

certifications as 

quickly as possible. 

 


