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Planning for Successful Lambing Starts Now 

 

newsletter 

Exciting news for  
Tarff ‘Services’! 

 

Get ready for calving! 
 

Pick up all your calving 
essentials from your local 

Tarff store. For feed 
enquiries, please speak to 

your local Sales 
Representative or call Head 

Office on 01557 820247 to 
discuss your requirements.  

Rumenco has changed the 
shape of its MAXX Energy 

and MAXX Original 
buckets. The weight 

remains the same (22.5kg) 
but the buckets are now 

square with rounded 
corners which allows 

stock greater access to 
the product held within the 
corners of the bucket. The 
new design also provides 
farmers with a stronger 
bucket with improved 

stacking, whilst still being 
fully recyclable.  

 

Country UF Colostrum 

Under the banner of Country UF, United Farmers, (of 
which Tarff was a founding member), offers a diverse 
product portfolio. The Country UF range of products has 
been researched and developed with key manufacturers. 
If you are not already benefitting from these products, 
why not check out the performance compared to your 
usual brand? Pricing is competitive and quality strictly 
monitored. 
 
Country UF Lamb Colostrum Information 
- Contains probiotics which physically exclude harmful 
pathogens from attaching to the gut wall. 
 
- Fortified with egg powder to supplement the high level 
of natural colostrum. 
 
- Contains vitamins A, D3 & E to counter common 
deficiencies in lambs. 
 
- High levels of easy-absorbable energy 
 
- Formulated to mix easily and sealed in a foil sachet for 
preservation of nutrients. 
 
Available 12 x 50g,  
500g, 1.25kg & 2.5kg. 

In-Store Rum Tasting Event 
 

Join Tarff Town and Country 
and Ninefold Distillery on 

Saturday 15th February from 
12 noon – 3pm for an in-store 
rum tasting event being held 

at Tarff Town and Country! 
Ninefold Distillery from 

Dalton, Dumfriesshire is the 
only rum distillery in the 
South of Scotland. Come 

along and hear their story of 
how they transformed their 
dairy farm into a distillery 
and try the delicious rum! 

Must be over 18. 

Tarff ‘Services’ has now become a recognised 
LANTRA approved training centre.  
 
What does this mean? 
Tarff can now offer its customers industry leading 
training courses with the support of skilled 
instructors and assessors. LANTRA is one of the UK’s 
leading awarding bodies and Tarff is delighted to 
have LANTRA accreditation backing its service. 
 
What can Tarff ‘Services’ offer you?   
Tarff is now offering a number of short courses which 
are organised on farms in your local area. Since the 
launch of Tarff ‘Services’ in November, the courses 
which have been held include hoof trimming, 
telehandler operation, ATV training and first aid. 
These have all been very well received with excellent 
feedback. If you would like to find out more or book a 
short course, please contact Tracey McEwan, Services 
Coordinator, on 07785 657861 or 
tracey.mcewan@tarffvalley.co.uk.  

Firstly, take a silage or hay sample and your Tarff 
representative will send this to Carrs laboratory for analysis. 
Using Carrs EweCheck rationing programme, Carrs can help 
balance out your forage with rations being based on ewe 
breed, weight, scanning results and forage analysis. 
 
EweCheck calculates the feed rates required to balance the 
forages available and allows for comparison of the relative 
values of different feeds, including cost analysis. 
 
James Chapman, Carrs Billington beef and sheep product 
manager, comments “I have used EweCheck for the past two 
seasons. It gives me a quick, professional and reliable way to 
ration ewes.” EweCheck ensures that both energy and protein 
requirements are met in the diet. 
 
It is vital to ensure that enough Metabolisable Protein (MP) is 
fed as pregnancy proceeds, with increasing demand driven by 
the rapidly growing lambs. MP is made of the protein 
produced by the rumen microflora and DUP, rumen by-pass 
protein.  As abdominal space is increasingly filled with lambs, 
the rumen is unable to achieve full capacity which means that 
less Microbial Protein is produced in the rumen. 
 
To compensate, it is vital that the DUP content of feed is 
increased. Failure to do this means lamb birthweight will be 
reduced. Just as we look for concentrated energy sources in 
quality ewe feeds, so we also need a concentrated supply of 
DUP. Carrs feed contains AminoMax-L which is unique. This 
rumen protected soya product has over 70% of the crude 
protein as DUP; this compares to Hipro Soya with around 40%.  
 
Contact your local Tarff Sales Representative for more 
information about top quality compound ewe feeds 
containing AminoMax-L. Not sure who your Sales 
Representative is? Find out here: 
http://www.tarffvalley.co.uk/meet-the-team/  
 
Every farm is different but one of these products will perfectly 
balance your forage, breed of ewe and farming system. 
 

mailto:tracey.mcewan@tarffvalley.co.uk
http://www.tarffvalley.co.uk/meet-the-team/


 

  

Liver Fluke – FIVE key questions you need 
to consider 

 

 
How to Optimise Nutrition for 

Lambing Success 
 

🌟🌟PRE-APPRENTICE 

CLASS OF 2019 🌟🌟 
 

In June 2019, our Pre-
Apprentices started the 

Pre-Apprenticeship 
programme at SRUC 

Barony Campus where they 
learnt about health & 

safety, manual handling, 
first aid, tractor driving and 

telehandler operation. 
After three weeks training, 

the students went onto 
farms in their local areas 

and were mentored 
throughout the six-month 

work placement. 
 

The Pre-Apprentices have 
now completed their Land 
Based Pre-Apprenticeship 
qualification and they were 
awarded a SCQF Level 4 at 

the recent graduation 
ceremony which was held 

on Wednesday 5th 
February at the Dewar 

Centre in Perth. It was an 
excellent day celebrating 

the success of all the 
students from Tarff, 
Ringlink and Borders 

Machinery Ring who have 
completed the programme. 

 
The six Tarff students are 
now progressing and have 

started their Level 2 
Modern Apprenticeship 

qualification at the SRUC 
Barony.  

 
Well done to all our 

students and good luck 
with this exciting new 

chapter! 

1. Where are the snails?  
The infectious cysts (metacercaria) will only be found in 
the vicinity of snail habitats. Avoid grazing snail habitats = 
avoid the fluke. 
  
2. Has the fluke challenge started on my farm? 
This depends on the weather from late spring through 
until the autumn, and can be different from farm to farm. 
Taking samples, abattoir feedback, or examination of 
fallen stock on YOUR farm, is the only way to tell what’s 
actually happening on your land. 
 
3. What’s in the animals/ do I need to treat them? 
Fluke treatments are not long acting and will not prevent 
animals from picking up new infections, so it’s worth 
checking if fluke is present in the animals before re-
treating. 
 
4. When should I re-treat? 
Monitoring dung samples and fallen stock will show when 
fluke has returned. If animals can be moved to lower risk 
grazing (or housed) the need for further treatments can be 
reduced (see point 1). 
 
5. What should I use? 
Always use the right active ingredients for the stage of 
fluke present in the liver, at the right dose, at the right 
time. 

 
If you would like advice or more information on fluke control 
products stocked, please speak to your SQP in your local Tarff 
branch. If you would like quarterly updates on ‘Parasite 
Matters’, please visit www.farmanimalhealth.co.uk and sign 
up.  

Tarff offers a wide selection of options for all your 
needs which now includes our own branded Super Ewe 
Rolls. These rolls are 18% protein and combine the 
right levels of vitamins and minerals to support your 
ewes at lambing. To help maximise milk yield, hi-pro 

Maximising lamb survival is a key issue at this time of year on 
all UK sheep farms. Previous work has suggested that almost 
50% of all lambing losses occur within the first 48 hours after 
birth, with around 60% of these losses being associated with 
nutrition.  
 
The good grass growing season we had this year means there 
is plenty of preserved forage on farm, although quality may be 
variable. However, the recent wet weather conditions will be 
adding to the challenge as lambing approaches. Sheep will be 
utilising more energy for maintenance whilst feed intakes may 
be lower and grazing quality affected.  This could have an effect 
on ewes at this key time when their nutritional demands are 
increasing as lambing fast approaches.  
 
The last 6-weeks of pregnancy are some of the most 
nutritionally challenging times of the ewes’ year. During this 
period 70% of foetal growth occurs. This reduces internal 
space, consequently further reducing a ewe’s appetite by 
about 30%. In addition, during this final trimester the ewe’s 
udder is developing, colostrum is being produced and brown 
fat is laid down in the lamb. Energy is one of the most 
important nutrients in the run up to lambing and is essential in 
helping to maintain body condition and support the ewes’ 
metabolic processes. The majority of energy at this time will 
come from grazing and forage so it is essential that a forage 
analysis be undertaken to determine any energy deficiencies 
and balance accordingly.  
 
Table 1 demonstrates the percentage energy contribution of 
different forage types as a proportion of a twin-bearing ewe’s 
diet at lambing time. 
 

Forage type Forage energy 
(MJ ME/kg DM) 

% energy requirements 
met 1-week pre-lambing 

Average hay 8.5 36 
Good hay 9.5 51 
Poor silage 9.5 44 
Good silage 10.5 56 
Very good silage 11.5 75 

 
Table 1: Percentage energy contribution of different forage 
types for a 70kg twin-bearing ewe at lambing time. This table 
clearly demonstrates that where poorer quality forages are fed 
as lambing approaches, higher levels of supplementary 
concentrates will be required. However, in comparison, very 
good quality silage (+11.5 ME) will   reduce the requirement for 
concentrate feeding so much that just a good quality protein 
such as soyabean meal may be sufficient. 

 

NEW!  Super Ewe Rolls 
 

soya and Megalac are 
included. Please speak 
to your local Sales 
Representative to 
discuss all available 
options or call Ringford 
on 01557 820247 for 
pricing. 

Whatever forage being offered as lambing approaches 
Rumenco’s LIFELINE lamb & ewe product range is specifically 
formulated for feeding during the final 6 weeks of pregnancy. 
All products help support colostrum quality, an easier lambing 

and improved lamb vigour, helping 
to form an integrated approach for 
a profitable lambing season. 
Available as a feed block, bucket or 
protein meal, it is suitable for all 
types of feeding systems. 
 

 Currently available in bulk and totes. 

Jamie Baillie, Matthew McCrone, 
Lucy Callander, Brandyn Vevers 

and William Barrowman (missing 
from photo, Olivia Sneddon) 

http://www.farmanimalhealth.co.uk/

