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 N e w s l e t t e r 

Ringford | Whauphill | Castle Kennedy | Glenluce | Castle Douglas | Dumfries | Longtown | Newtown St Boswells | Dundonald 

Store Festive & New 
Year Opening Times 

 
Monday 23rd  

All stores open as 
normal.  

 
Tuesday 24th  
(Xmas Eve) 

All stores open as 
normal. St Boswells 

closes 2pm. Longtown 
closes 12 noon. 

 
Wednesday 25th 

(Xmas Day) 
ALL STORES CLOSED 

 
Thursday 26th  
(Boxing Day) 

ALL STORES CLOSED 
 

Friday 27th 
All stores open as 

normal. 
 

Saturday 28th  
Castle Kennedy (Bulk), 

Ringford, Castle 
Douglas, Dundonald, St 
Boswells & Longtown 
open until 12 noon.  

Dumfries open 8am – 
5.30pm. ALL OTHER 

STORES CLOSED. 
 

Sunday 29th 
Dumfries open  
10am – 4pm. 

 
Monday 30th  

All stores open as 
normal.  

 
Tuesday 31st (NY EVE) 

All stores open as 
normal. St Boswells & 
Longtown closes 2pm.  

 
Wednesday 1st   

ALL STORES CLOSED 
 

Thursday 2nd 
ALL STORES CLOSED 

 
Friday 3rd 

All stores open as 
normal. 

 

Kilco is now Kersia! 
In June 2018 Kilco Ltd was acquired by the Kersia group. 
This was one of several purchases to date with more in 
the pipeline to build towards the end aim of being a 
Global Food Hygiene business. 
 
With Kersia, the farming and food sectors have a 
business partner committed to the safety of production, 
processing, distribution and the enjoyment of food, at 
every stage of the food supply chain. To this end, Kersia 
develop reliable cleaning products, innovative 
disinfectant solutions and special services based on 
scientific expertise and field experience. Kersia’s 
biosecurity solutions are constantly reinvented to 
guarantee full compliance with new regulations and a 
sustainable approach. 
 

“Forage quality varies hugely between farms and 
between different silage cuts on the same farm,” says 
Jimmy Goldie, Chief Technical Officer for Carrs Billington.  
 
Regular forage analysis is vital to keep on top of the 
regular changes in nutrition cows will experience this 
winter. Contact us now to review herd performance to 
date and use our unique products to help achieve the 
precision rationing necessary for optimum milk output. 
 
AminoMax-L protected soya and AminoMax-M protected 
rapemeal are two such products which can potentially 
improve cow performance and also significantly reduce 
the amount of soya used in dairy diets. 
 
At Tarff, we supply Carrs compound feed which 
incorporates AminoMax protected soya and rapemeal. 
We can also offer both of these products as a straight.  

Precision Nutrition Vital 

Christmas at Tarff! 
With Christmas fast approaching, it’s time to get the 
festive essentials!  Throughout all stores, we have a 
selection of real Christmas trees available in two different 
sizes (5.5ft to 6.5ft at £34.99 and 6.6ft to 8.0ft at £40.00 
inc. VAT). All branches have a range of Christmas gifts but 
our Dumfries Town and Country store has a huge selection 
of lovely candles, festive food stuffs, clothing and much 
more! There really is something for everyone! Our special 
Christmas hampers will also be available with prices 
starting at £5. Our hampers aren’t just for friends and 
family, we can put together bespoke hampers for dogs, 
cats, horses – you name it! If you’re still unsure what to 
get despite these options, why not purchase a Tarff gift 
voucher for any chosen amount. 

A member of staff in 
your local store will be 
able to advise on the 
Kersia products stocked.  

Contact your local Sales Representative for more 
information.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 
Follow us, 

Join us, 
#teamtarff 

@tarffvalley 
 

 

Who are the faces behind Tarff ‘Services?’ 

Congratulations to our 
latest team members 
to have passed their 
AMTRA qualification! 

 
Ian Menzies  

R-SQP  
(Ringford Shop) 

 
Raymond McKerlie  

R-SQP  
(Sales Representative) 

 
Katy Raeside 

R-SQP 
(Sales Representative) 

 
Richard Jackson 

R-SQP 
(Delivery Driver) 

 
Jim Kennedy 

G-SQP 
(Sales Representative) 

 
Lisa Hannah 

G-SQP 
(Sales Representative) 

(L-R) Tracey McEwan, Liz McLaughlin, 
Peter Falconer 

Forage maize is the most cost-effective crop a stock farmer can 
grow. All the highest yielding, fastest growing cattle in the world 
are fed a diet of forage maize. The reason is simple. There is no 
other moist feed which can be easily grown which offers such 
high amounts of starch. In Southern Scotland, we have been 
growing forage maize for over 25 years. We have had varying 
degrees of success. However, if we stick to four basic rules, we 
can ensure bumper, high starch crops.  
 
1) Buy the correct seed 
We now have a variety of maize which we can sow in April and 
harvest in early September. Forage maize varieties which 
perform well in Southern England will not tolerate the climate in 
Southern Scotland. In the past it was always accepted that very 
early maturing varieties carried a yield penalty. With the 
introduction of Pioneer P7326, that all changed. Pioneer P7326 
matures so early, it had to have a new category introduced for 
it. Extra Early. P7326 yields as well as its predecessors but 
matures very quickly. NO other variety does this. 
 
2) Use plastic film 
Initially the cost of the plastic film sounds very expensive. At 
around £100/acre it is the main reason growers decide not to 
grow maize. However, the judicious use of degradable plastic 
film ensures bumper high-quality yields. Maize is a tropical crop. 
Samco plastic film is a degradable plastic covering which enables 
early season soil temperatures to escalate rapidly. These 
enhanced temperatures ensure early root development and 
plastic penetration. 
 
 

Why not Grow Maize in 2020? 
 3) Select correct field 
Any field where cereals can be sown, maize will grow. Forage 
maize requires to be grown in a crop rotation. Never grow 
maize in the same fields for three years in a row. Weed control 
will be a big problem if attempted. Use as much FYM and 
slurry as allowed. This reduces fertiliser costs.  
 
 
4) Choose an experienced contractor 
Where maize is to be grown under plastic film sowing and 
harvesting is a contractor’s job. The seed drill sows the seed 
applies the herbicide and lays the plastic all in one pass. When 
these rules are followed, most farms are capable of growing a 
high yielding, high starch, quality forage. Growing Forage 
maize is a credible option for most Dairy farms. Any Beef 
finishing units which can utilise maize in the diet will improve 
their conversation rates substantially. 
 
Be ‘Amaized!’ 
 
To discuss your options, please contact any of the Tarff 
agronomy team ASAP. 
 

Staff Member Role & Phone Number 
Stair Brown 
(Dumfries) 

Seed and Crop Protection 
Manager,  
07525 669174 

Rory Clark Kennedy 
(Ayrshire) 

Agronomist,  
07384 259471 

Calum McCall  
(Wigtownshire) 

Agronomist,  
07765 884985 

 

Tracey McEwan (Left) 
Tracey joined Tarff in May 2019 as Services 
Co-ordinator. Tracey oversees the Pre-
Apprenticeship programme and will be 
working with farmers to develop training 
plans to continually improve professional 
development on farm and ensure farmers 
are up to date with current regulations to 
remain compliant i.e health and safety 
documents, first aid training. Tracey can 
be contacted on 07785 657861 or email 
tracey.mcewan@tarffvalley.co.uk.  
 
Liz McLaughlin (Middle) 
Liz has worked in the agricultural sector for 
most of her adult life and joined the South 
West Machinery Ring 20 years ago as a 
field person. Liz is continuing her role as 
field person and thoroughly enjoys 
sourcing different requirements for both 
farmers and businesses alike.  Liz 
particularly focuses on fuel and sources 
prices on a daily basis.  For more 
information or to discuss your 
requirements, please speak to Liz on 
07889313541.  
 

Peter Falconer (Right) 
Peter has been with Tarff since June 
2015 and started on reception. Peter’s 
role began to change when Jayne Ward 
(former South West Machinery Ring 
administrator) announced her intention 
to move back home to the North East. 
Peter now co-ordinates the invoicing of 
commodities and contract work whilst 
still maintaining his receptionist role 
within Tarff. Peter can be contacted on 
01557 820247 or 
peter.falconer@tarffvalley.co.uk.  

Raising the profile of Agricultural Careers 
On Monday 25th November, Tarff held an on farm CPD event for professionals to 
raise awareness of careers in agriculture. Our sincere thanks to Douglas and Lorna 
Greenshields, South Mains Farm, Sanquhar for hosting us and to Katie Mason (Tarff 
Beef & Sheep Nutritionist), Rhidian Jones (RJ Livestock Systems Consultancy), 
Andrew Best (Watson Seeds), Alec and Geese (James Beattie Contracting) and Peter 

Well done to Scott 
Milligan who recently 

passed his Class 2 HGV 
test! 

Hastings (Nithsdale Vets) for coming along and 
talking to the group of professionals from Skills 
Development Scotland, Developing Young 
Workforce (Dumfries & Ayrshire) and teachers 
from local schools about their roles and the skills 
required for what they do on a daily basis.   

PRE-APPRENTICESHIP 
2020 APPLICATIONS 

NOW OPEN!  
The programme is an 
excellent opportunity 
for 16 - 20-year olds 
looking to start their 
career in agriculture 

and helps build 
knowledge, confidence 

and skills on farm. If 
you would like more 

information, please do 
not hesitate to speak 
to Tracey McEwan on 

07785 657861 or email 
tracey.mcewan@tarffv

alley.co.uk.  
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