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Housing: Implement an integrated parasite control strategy 

Keep your calves warm this winter! 

‘WeatherBeeta would 
also like to give Tarff 
Town and Country a 

big shout out for being 
a very close runner up 

to the 
#BestWeatherBeetaDis

play competition!’ 
 

Well done to Ashley 
Burns who put 

together this fantastic 
display in the Tarff 
Town and Country 

store! We’re delighted 
that her efforts have 
been recognised and 

have done so well in a 
National competition. 

Black Friday Deals 
Boviwear calf and lamb coats keep newly born animals 
warm in the cold weather, especially when nighttime 
temperatures are below 10C. This allows them to use all 
their energy to grow rather than just stay warm. Optimizing 
calf and lamb health and performance, the coats are made 
of a strong 600 den ripstop fabric which is waterproof, 
breathable and has a 200g polyfilling nylon lining. The coats 
can be machine washed at 60C. It has elastic on the chest 
closure which helps to fit all sizes. A fleece wither for 
comfort stops any rubbing on the neck. The calf coat comes 
with a shoulder gusset for freedom of movement. The lamb 
coat comes with a belly wrap. Contact your local store to 
order now!  

RSABI Great Glen 
Challenge 

The grand total raised 
for RSABI from the 

Great Glen Challenge 
was £1,815.00 which is 
an excellent amount of 
money! Thank you to 

everyone who 
supported the two 

Tarff teams which took 
part! 

Planning an effective parasite control strategy relies upon 
establishing specific management systems for individual farms.  
 
The most common nematode or roundworm parasites of cattle 
are the gutworms Ostertagia ostertagi and Cooperia spp. and the 
cattle lungworm Dictyocaulus viviparus, which can inhibit an 
animal’s growth and reduce productivity, in addition to causing 
clinical disease.  
 
The type of parasite and the level of challenge will vary from 
location-to-location and animal-to-animal.  It’s therefore vital to 
identify, monitor and manage for the exact parasite challenges 
of your individual farm.   
 
As the conditions on individual farms are highly variable, a 
general ‘one size fits all’ blueprint will not be effective.  It’s 
important to develop an integrated approach that identifies the 
risks and uses both anthelmintic treatments and pasture 
management to control specific parasites. This approach will 
reduce the likelihood of outbreaks of clinical disease and loss of 
productivity.  
 
Reducing reliance on anthelmintic treatments alone also reduces 
the risk of anthelmintic resistance developing.  
 
Your local vet or animal health advisor can support you to 
understand, plan and implement an integrated parasite 
management strategy that is right for your farm.   
 
Make parasite control a priority 
Parasite control should be a key consideration when 
management decisions are being made, since failure to 
effectively control the risk in growing cattle will compromise 
their health and growth.  
 
Monitoring is also vital. Regular weighing of cattle will allow the 
performance of individual animals to be tracked and ensure that 
they don't fall behind targets. 
 
Tracking weight gain against targets also allows an indirect 
assessment of gutworm control to take place, since impaired 

growth in the face of good nutrition is often associated with a 
high burden of Ostertagia ostertagi and/or Cooperia species.  
 
Targeting anthelmintic treatments at individual animals that 
are failing to thrive is an important part of sustainable parasite 
control.  
 
Plan for housing treatments 
Assess the risk periods for different parasites on your farm to 
inform your treatment plan.  
 
Targeting the right parasites at the right time will give 
predictable results and mean re-treatment is less likely to be 
needed.   
 
Dedicate some time in the autumn to reflect on the 
effectiveness of parasite control over the grazing season, and 
plan for the winter housing period and turnout. 
 
Cattle can potentially become infected with parasites from 
every bite of forage they take throughout the grazing season. 
Cattle may therefore be carrying a considerable parasite 
burden at the time of housing. 
 
Best practice for wormer use 
When anthelmintic treatments are administered, it is critical 
that best practice is followed. Correct dosing can only be 
achieved if you have accurately assessed the weights of the 
animals to be treated.  
 
To maximise the effectiveness of your wormer treatments, 
follow these top tips:  
 
• Maintain all equipment and cattle handling facilities 
• Choose the most appropriate product for the parasites 
present. 
• Administer products at the right dose 
• Store and handle products safely and correctly 
• Consult the label and/or datasheet before using a product. 
 
Speak to your local stores SQP if you have questions regarding 
your parasite control strategy.  

From Monday 25th November until Friday 29th 
(Dumfries until Sunday 1st), all stores will have a 
dedicated section in store in the run up to Black Friday. 
Why not pop in and see what bargains you can pick up?! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

Tarff ‘Services’ off to a flying start! 

Crystalyx Extra High Energy 

 

A number of staff went 
along to the Crystalyx 

mill in Silloth to 
enhance their 

knowledge of Crystalyx 
products and to find 
out more about the 

manufacturing process. 
 

Our sincere thanks to 
Euan Hart, Regional 

Manager (Scotland), for 
hosting us and David 

Wood, Operations 
Manager, for showing 
the Tarff staff around 

the mill and discussing 
how the site is run. 

 
For enquiries about 
Crystalyx products, 

please speak to your 
local sales 

representative who can 
discuss what’s best for 

you. 

We announced in July that Tarff would be taking over 
the activities of the South West Machinery Ring 
(SWMR) and on Friday 1st November, the official 
merger took place and Tarff ‘Services’ went live. Our 
Services Coordinator, Tracey McEwan, has been 
working in partnership with SRUC Barony to set up 
training opportunities. On 24th and 25th October, the 
first foot trimming course, in collaboration with SRUC 
Barony, was held at High Three Mark farm by kind 
permission of the Ward family. It was a very 
successful couple of days for the six candidates who 
enrolled. Two of these participants were Tarff Pre-
Apprentices who chose to use their training funding 
on the foot trimming course to increase their 
knowledge and skills. Our sincere thanks to Andrew 
Jamieson, Lochnaw Farm, James Ward and Thomas 
Birkett, North Milmain for bringing their crushes for 
the group to use. Lastly, the course wouldn’t have 
been possible without the expertise of trainer, 
Ronnie Hattle.  

We are pleased to be 
supporting the 

Christmas Fair on 18th 
and 19th November at 

Easterbrook Hall, 
Dumfries which is 

raising money for CLIC 
Sargent and RSABI. 

There are luxury stalls 
selling a wide and 
varied selection of 

presents for 
Christmas.  

It is a simple fact that ewes in optimum body condition 
score at tupping, through mid-pregnancy and at lambing 
will milk better, rear heavier lambs and be in better 
condition at the next weaning.   
 
Getting ewes in lamb, whether on low ground or on the hill, 
is paramount to the success of a flock.  Repeated trials 
using Crystalyx Extra High Energy show improved lamb 
numbers with fewer barren ewes even in a year where ewe 
body condition is good.  Supplying vitamins/minerals/trace 
elements is one thing but do not forget that dietary energy 
and ovulation rate are directly linked – autumn grass lacks 
energy and does not generally meet the ewe’s 
requirements for minerals and trace elements. 
 
With its controlled intake levels as a result of the cooking 
process, Crystalyx will provide increased digestibility of 
forage. Ewes will perform better even on poorer forages as 

a result, especially important to maintaining 
pregnancy and body condition score over the winter. 
One Blackface breeder had excessive barren ewe 
numbers each year, so in 2016 Crystalyx Extra High 
Energy was introduced 3 weeks pre-tupping to a mob 
of 276 ewes and removed when the tups were taken 
out.  At scanning, overall barren ewe numbers 
reduced to just 4.7%, with only 2 of the 80 gimmers 
empty.  In addition, total lamb numbers were 
increased by 12%, all as extra singles and twins.  
Repeating the system each year has given the same 
result.  All the flock are now fed Crystalyx Extra High 
Energy – because it really does work! 

Sarah Ferguson, 
Whauphill Store 

Manager, is one of the 
three people in the UK 
to pass the Gold Award 
of the Bimeda Nutrition 

Academy! What an 
excellent achievement, 

well done Sarah! 

Including a molasses blend as part of a balanced mixed ration will drive voluntary TMR intakes and dedust and 
sweeten cereal based diets. Home grown forage is the most cost-effective feed on farm, so maximizing forage 
intakes is crucial for cost-effective production. The sugar within a molasses blend will drive rumen micro flora levels, 
allowing the rumen to effectively and efficiently breakdown forage as well as the complete TMR. Silage quality is 
variable this year, with high dry matter/ low protein and/or 
low sugar silages being encountered due to the very 
changeable weather that was encountered in the second 
half of the summer. If a TMR ration can be kept consistent in 
the feed trough, by the inclusion of molasses within a TMR 
diet, it stops ration sorting. This allows the animal to fully 
exploit the nutritional benefits of the diet. For enquiries, 
please contact your local sales representative or head office 
on 01557 820247.  

Using Molasses Blend as Part of a Balanced Diet 
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