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UK research shows that up to 20% of the starch in a typical dairy 
ration can be excreted by cows. Instead of being converted into 
milk, it isn’t fully utilised and ends up in the dung. For farmers 
who often see undigested matter in the dung, there is now a 
simple way of converting some of that back into milk.  
 
Optipartum-C+ optimises the post-partum performance of cows 
by contributing naturally-occurring starch-digesting enzymes to 
the ration. This means that more of the available starch that 
cows are regrettably excreting today could be utilised more 
efficiently to deliver more milk tomorrow. 
 
Farm trials completed in the summer of 2018 show that by 
unlocking more energy from the ration with Optipartum-C+, 
farmers can improve milk yield (up to 2 litres), increase peak 
lactation and bulling rates. It was shown to be effective on 
rations with starch levels >16%.  
 
It is easy to use and even easier to see it working. Just by adding 
200g/cow/day into the TMR for 30 days will show how much 
extra milk your own ration can deliver. 
 
• Week 1. The dung changes to a creamier consistency – 

showing an improved digestion. 
• Week 3. Monitor the change in milk volume and 

constituents.  
 
A great deal of time and effort can be spent growing and then 
providing the best quality ration. The last thing we want is for 
any of that to be wasted unnecessarily. In the same way, it is 
likely that the ration we offer will have been specified in much 
detail by a consultant or nutritionist. With Optipartum-C+, the 
ration remains the same, as cows are simply being equipped to 
gain even more energy from the recommended ration by 
wasting less of it. 
 
The Optipartum-C+ technology has been used on some of 
Europe’s highest yielding herds for 10 years. This same 
technology is now available in the UK but with an extra 50% 
activity to boost performance further.  
 
If your ration is >16% starch (DM), you keep good milk records 
and you want to unlock more performance from your ration 
then please get in touch with your local Tarff sales 
representative or call for more details. 
 

From Monday 8th – 
Friday 12th October, 

it was ‘World of 
Work Week’, which 

has been introduced 
to help raise 

children’s 
awareness about 
the opportunities 

they will have when 
they reach working 
age. It is also aimed 

to help develop 
innovative and 

creative skills. We 
were pleased to 

show 6 Gatehouse 
Primary School 

children (P4 – P7) 
around the 

Dumfries store and 
blending plant.  
They were then 
asked to identify 

which raw material 
was linked to the 

processed 
material/by-product 

and they did very 
well! They also got 
to make up their 

own ‘blend’ to take 
home.  

On 15th November, 
we will be 

celebrating the 
Dumfries store’s 10-
year anniversary of 

being at the 
Lockerbie Road site! 

While Pot Ale Syrup can be a cost-effective liquid protein 
source, it is currently very difficult to source and is at a record 
high price. Nutritionally, it varies in analysis, and is low in sugar 
meaning it does not therefore stimulate rumen fermentation.  
Dry matter and protein can vary according to distillery eg dry 
matter can vary from 35-45%DM and protein varies from 10% 
to 14% crude protein as fed.   
 
Wheat and maize syrups are also less readily available. These 
syrups tend to be lower in dry matter within a range of 23-35% 
dry matter.  Protein levels may also be lower varying from 6.5% 
to 13% crude protein as fed. Despite being low in dry matter, 
these syrups can be thick and difficult to handle. They may 
arrive hot and free flowing, but when cooled down can become 
very viscous. 
 
So, what can I do when Pot Ale Syrup supply is tight or has 
increased in cost? 
Regupro 38 & 50 are cane molasses based, high protein, liquid 
feeds. The use of cane molasses means that the product is high 
in sugars and provides a palatable source of fermentable energy 
to promote rumen activity.  

 Regupro 38 Regupro 50 Pot Ale 
Syrup 

DM 60% 60% 35-45% 
Sugar as fed 18% 24% 5% 
Protein as fed 23% 30% 10-14% 
Cost/unit 
protein 

£8.00 £6.60 £6.78-£9.50 

 
The protein comes from Regulated Release and liquid co-
products. Regulated Release is a proven liquid feed technology 
which utilises urea bonded to sugar to produce a high-
performance protein liquid, which is also cost effective. It has 
been shown to effectively replace conventional protein sources. 
When compared on a cost per unit basis, Regupro 38 & 50 can 
be significantly better value than Pot Ale Syrup.  
 
As Regupro 38 & 50 are much higher in dry matter, this means 
0.83kg of Regupro 50 will replace the protein found in 2kg of 
Pot Ale Syrup with the added benefit of containing additional 
sugars to stimulate the rumen bugs and maximise rumen 
function. Both Regupro 38 & 50 are ideal to feed alongside more 
fibrous forage and will encourage the increase in dry matter 
intakes. Regupro 38 & 50 flow easily and can be added to the 
TMR diet wagon or poured over big bales. 
 
If you would like to discuss liquid feed options, please contact 
Alex Hannah on 07818 455592.  

A new way of unlocking the true 
performance from your dairy 

ration… 

Winter Feed Options: Dealing 
with a lack of Pot Ale 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

On Wednesday 17th 
October, we sponsored 

the ‘Ayrshire Cow in Milk’ 
class at the West of 

Scotland Dairy Show which 
was held at Ayr Market. 

Well done to Mungo 
Bryson & Son, Whiteflat 

who won the class! 
Jennifer Veitch from our 

Dundonald store was 
there to present the prize.   

Look out for our new 
lorries on the road with 
our updated branding! 

We’ve incorporated the 
‘Rosette’ Range animal 

heads on the back of the 
lorries which can be seen 

below.  

Jon Telfer (Lancrop), 
Matthew Everett (Origin 
Fertilisers) and Hamish 
Knottenbelt (SoilQuest) 
will be joining Tarff to 
discuss soils, fertiliser 

planning and precision 
farming for all sectors.  

Two meetings are being 
held: 

 
Monday 19th Nov, 
Creebridge Hotel,  
Newton Stewart  

 
Tuesday 20th Nov, 

Woodlands House Hotel, 
Dumfries 

 
Both 6 for 6.30pm – dinner 
provided. Please RSVP by 

Monday 12th Nov to 
katie.sproat@tarffvalley
.co.uk or 01557 820247 

Premier Nutrition Fresh Start 

Bovikalc® Dry 

Fertiliser Funding for Farming 
As an affinity partner of NFU Scotland (NFUS), Societe Generale 
Equipment Finance (SGEF) has secured an exclusive offer for NFUS 
Farming Members to fund up to £10,000 of fertiliser per annum 
for their farming business.  Funding is available as a 12-month 
business loan enabling the cost to be spread over the year, freeing 
up cashflow for other core business investments. 
  
Fertiliser is not the typical product normally available on finance 
but NFUS and SGEF have worked together to bring this limited 
offer to the market.  There is no restriction on which fertiliser 
brand can be funded, but this offer is only available for a limited 
period.  
 
For more information on this finance offer contact SGEF on  
020 8973 2081 sgefassist@sgef.co.uk.  Please quote TARFF18. 
 
For UK business users only. All finance quotations are subject to credit underwriting 
and approval. Over 18s only. Terms and conditions apply. Finance is provided by 
Societe Generale Equipment Finance Limited. Societe Generale Equipment Finance 
Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 
 

Boehringer Ingelheim has launched Bovikalc® Dry, an oral mineral 
supplement to help support the drying off process in dairy cows. 
 
The dry period is a crucial resting period in a dairy cow’s lactation 
cycle, giving the udder the opportunity to repair and regenerate 
between lactations, but the drying-off process can be a difficult, 
uncomfortable and stressful period. Cows may still be producing 
considerable amounts of milk, and within a few hours, the 
accumulation of milk in the mammary gland can lead to udder 
distension and engorgement. 
 
Discomfort from udder distension during drying-off leads to 
reduced lying time, with cows resting for shorter periods in an 
attempt to relieve pressure on the udder.  This is also a high-risk 
period for new intramammary infections which may not become 
clinical mastitis cases until the following lactation. High yielding 
cows have been shown to have elevated stress hormones at drying 
off compared to low yielding cows. 
 
In addition to physical discomfort, cows are likely to experience 
social and metabolic stress during this period, as the herd 
management changes.  This can also lead to reduced lying time. 
 
Careful dry period and transition management can help to ensure 
cows are comfortable and able to make the most of the dry period 
to rest and prepare for the following lactation. 
 
Farmers can support dairy cows in the drying off process with the 
use of new Bovikalc® Dry, a new bolus that contains anionic salts 
including ammonium chloride, calcium chloride and calcium 
sulphate.  Bovikalc® Dry helps support the natural decrease in milk 
production at the end of a lactation cycle.  Reduced milk 
production helps to reduce milk congestion in the udder, and 
associated pain and inflammation. 
 
Two boluses are given at the last milking or 8-12 hours before. 
Following oral administration, the bolus dissolves within 30 
minutes in the rumen, where the anionic salts are released and 
then absorbed.           *References available on request 

 
Speak to your local store for more details.  

Ensuring the post calving cow is rehydrated as quickly as 
possible has major benefits for her health and production. 
 
This helps: 
• reduce incidence of retained placentas 
• reduce displaced abomasum incidence  
• to avoid ketosis 
 
Premier Fresh Start is a highly palatable re-energising fresh 
cow drink designed to aid recovery post calving.  Ideally fed 
within 10-20 minutes of calving, 1kg Fresh start is first mixed 
with 2 litres of hot water (65oc) then topped up to 15-20 
litres with cold water before feeding. 
 
Soluble Phosphorous and Calcium are included to reduce 
the risk of post calving deficiencies of these essential 
elements. Multiple B Vitamins and protected choline are 
also included to help liver function, which is critical in the 
post calving cow. Glucose precursors also help liver function 
and provide readily available energy. 
 
The large volume of liquid fed along with the live yeast in 
Fresh Start helps increase intake post calving and helps fill 
the space left by the calf and so reduce the incidence of 
displaced abomasums. 
 
In conjunction with Tarff, 
Premier Nutrition is offering 1kg  
sachets of Fresh Start free for collection  
from your local Tarff Valley store on a 
‘first come, first served basis’.  
Please quote on collection: 
‘Fresh Start 18’.  
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