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Summer is here and so are the flies! 
Ten staff members from Tarff Valley recently took part 
in walking the Southern Upland Way, from Portpatrick 
in the West to Cockburnspath on the East Coast, to 
raise money and awareness for RSABI. 
 
RSABI is a charity which provides emotional, practical 
and financial support to individuals and their families 
across the agricultural sector including farming, crofting 
and growing. 
 
As 2018 is the 21st anniversary of past RSABI Chairman, 
Arthur Anderson’s RSABI Centenary walk along the full 
212-mile route, Gregor Caldwell and Andrew Leggate, 
RSABI Ayrshire Volunteer Committee members, 
thought it would be fitting to recreate the walk, to keep 
the name of RSABI in the public eye and have a bit of 
fun at the same time. Supporters in the region were 
invited to join them on the various stages. 
 
Tarff staff covered 141 miles of the Southern Upland 
Way, and would like to thank those who generously 
sponsored their efforts. Overall, the Tarff team has 
raised over £1,200! It was a mammoth task but 
everyone who took part said how enjoyable the 
experience was and how delighted they are for Gregor 
and Andrew who went on to complete the challenge 
and raise over £10,000 (& counting!) for such a 
worthwhile cause! 
 
To read the full press release, please visit the ‘News’ 
page of our website.  
 
 

Volac’s new Lifeguard milk formula range has been designed 
to meet the evolving demands of modern calf rearers. 
 
Based on concentrated whey protein, which makes up the 
majority of the protein content of natural cow colostrum, the 
new milk formulae incorporate only the highest quality 
ingredients.   
 
“Now integral to all our calf milk formulae, is Imunopro – a 
concentrated whey protein based material packed with the 
vital amino acids and immunoglobulins which are so 
necessary for healthy youngstock growth and development,” 
explains Volac nutritionist Ian Watson. 
 
Volac’s unique production process means that its calf milk 
formulae can be performance-formulated with the emphasis 

EXCITING NEWS! 
 

Our Longtown 
Store is currently 
being expanded! 
We’re excited to 

show you the 
progress below.  

 After members of the 
Tarff Team recently 

completed 141 miles of 
the Southern Upland 
Way, Rod Sanderson, 
Chief Executive, was 

delighted to present Jill 
Sloan, RSABI 

Development Officer, 
with a cheque for 

£1,200 at the Royal 
Highland Show. Thank 
you to everyone who 
sponsored the staff 
members who took 

part! Great effort from 
Team Tarff! 

 

very much on their true protein and amino acid content. It is 
really important to appreciate that the crude protein content on 
a bag label does not give you an indication of the useable protein 
available to the calf.  
 
Brand new Blossom High-Spec, formulated with Imunopro, 
contains amino acids such as lysine and leucine, which are critical 
in driving the rate of muscle synthesis in the calf to support 
targeted growth levels. In addition, Blossom High Spec includes 
Volac’s new Nutry-Lyst health package, a blend of natural 
ingredients shown to support carbohydrate uptake. Butyrate, 
recognised for its antibacterial properties and as an energy 
source for intestinal cells is also part of the formulation. 
 
Speak to your local sales representative for more information.  

Flies can be a costly nuisance to the UK’s cattle and sheep population. 
In addition to the irritation caused, flies can also transmit a number of 
diseases, causing both financial and welfare concerns. Fly problems can 
occur any time between March and November, depending on weather 
conditions and geography, and although we experienced a long winter 
this year, has had prolonged periods of hot weather coming into the 
summer months.  
 
Pupae can over-winter in the soil and re-emerge as soon as 
temperatures rise above seven degrees. Once conditions become 
favourable, female flies are prolific breeders capable of laying 3,000 
eggs over a three-week period. If flies are not controlled on the farm, 
they can produce 15 generations in one season. Adult flies that you see 
on and around animals only represent 15% of the total population 
present the farm, so it is important to act early to reduce the chance of 
the fly population booming. 
 
When choosing an active ingredient to manage the prevention and 
control of a fly population, it is important to consider: 

How quickly does it have an effect How long will it last 
Is it easy to apply Does it treat and/or prevent parasites of interest 
Withdrawal period Active ingredient rotation as a means of avoiding 

resistance development in ectoparasites 

 
Deltamethrin is a synthetic pyrethroid with a wide safety margin in 
cattle and sheep. It can be used for the treatment and prevention of 
infestations by lice and flies on cattle, ticks, lice, keds and established 
blowfly strike in sheep, and lice and ticks in lambs. Deltamethrin spot-
on solutions are conveniently licensed for both cattle and sheep and 
are easy to use, with a simple ‘one size fits all’ dosing scheme for each 
species. In addition, they can be used to treat maggot infestations in 
sheep. When applied directly to maggots, paralysis and death of 
maggots is achieved immediately. Speak to a Suitably Qualified Person 
in your local store for more details.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Zolvix 

 

NEW! Rosette Mash 

SweetGrass 

Duncan McLardie has 
recently started as 

Store Manager at the 
Dumfries depot. 

Duncan has been in 
the retail industry for 

a number of years, 
mainly working in the 
supermarket sector. 

His career started 
whilst working part 

time throughout 
school and college 

and he has held 
various management 
roles since. Duncan 

has a wide knowledge 
of both the food and 

non-food retail sector 
and will bring fresh 

ideas to the Dumfries 
store.  In his spare 

time, Duncan enjoys 
outdoor pursuits 
including skiing, 

walking and cycling – 
a real outdoor 

enthusiast! Duncan 
tells us that he’s 

looking forward to his 
new role in the 

farming industry and 
by combining his 

existing skill set with a 
growing knowledge of 

the store, hopes to 
enhance what’s on 
offer in Dumfries. 

Targeting fertiliser to match soil and crop need is a strategy 
forward-thinking farmers are increasingly using to improve 
performance and returns. Broad-spectrum soil analysis 
measures up to 14 nutrients essential for maximising crop 
yield and quality as well as animal health. 
 
An on-going trial on the NSA Scotsheep 2018 host farm – Kings 
Arms, Ballantrae – demonstrated the advantages of a broad-
spectrum soil analysis followed by a prescription fertiliser 
tailored to address nutrient deficiencies. The soil analysis 
highlighted deficiencies in sulphur, sodium and selenium, 
none of which would have been picked-up in a ‘standard’ 
analysis. 
 
Following an initial dressing of urea, a leaf analysis in April 
confirmed the deficiencies in sulphur, sodium and selenium as 
well as an imbalance between potash and sodium, which could 
potentially reduce grass intake and increase the risk of 
staggers. 
 
In mid-April, half of the field was treated with Origin Sweet-
Grass, a precision fertiliser containing nitrogen enriched with 
sulphur, sodium and selenium to correct the identified 
deficiencies. Straight nitrogen was applied to the other half. 
Two subsequent leaf analyses have confirmed significant 
improvements in the mineral balances and feed quality of the 
grass on the side where Origin Sweet-Grass was applied: 
 

Nutrient Origin Sweet-Grass 23.0.0 
+ 5% S + 5% Na + Se @ 

187.5kg/ha 

Straight N (27% N) 
@ 187.5kg/ha 

Potash Reduced by 25% from 
excessively high to 
optimum = reduced risk of 
staggers 

Excessively high  

Sodium Increased from deficient to 
optimum = higher 
palatability and increased 
DM intakes 

Deficient 

Selenium Increased by 160% from 
severely deficient into 
target range = reduced risk 
of ill thrift, infertility, low 
LWG, retained placenta, 
etc.  

Severely deficient 

Sulphur 9% improvement in the 
N:S ratio which encourages 
formation of true protein 

Higher N:S ratio 
could reduce true 
protein formation 

To discuss your fertiliser requirements, please speak to your 
local sales representative.  

Well done to Hazel 
Highet (Castle 

Douglas), David 
McCathie 

(Whauphill) and 
Lorne Kerr 

(Dundonald) who 
passed their 

AMTRA 
examinations and 

are now fully 
qualified SQPs! 

Anthelmintics are vital to control worm infections and protect 
against productivity losses. At present, resistant and multi-
resistant worms are threatening the efficacy of existing 
anthelmintics. Indeed surveys have shown that of the farms 
surveyed many have a degree of resistance (WAARD1, 
McMahon, Glover et al). For instance in a recent survey in 
Wales it was shown that 94% of the farms surveyed had a 
degree of white 1-BZ (white) resistance, 51% had a degree of 
3-ML(clear) resistance  and 19% more resistant to moxidectin. 
  

 
 
It is important to note that resistance doesn’t always mean the 
product has completely failed. Rather, it means there is a 
reduction in the percentage of worms killed by a particular 
wormer which increases over time. This affects productivity 
and often the effects can be hard to see unless growth rates 
or other production metrics are being measured. Even low 
levels of resistance can leave enough worms behind to affect 
growth rates. Indeed, when the number of resistant worms is 
more than 10%, we start to gradually lose lamb performance 
because the product is not performing at its optimum level. 
This is the reason why we need to act now and put a 
sustainable worm control programme in place.  
 
To determine the post-drench effectiveness of the wormer 
used, carry out an efficacy test. Introducing the newer 
generation wormer classes, such as Zolvix™, the 4-AD 
(monepantel) group can help slow the development of 
resistance. Zolvix is the only 4-AD (orange) class broad 
spectrum sheep wormer that kills all economically significant 
gut worms, even worms resistant to 1-BZ, 2-LV, 3-ML 
wormers. It also improves productivity if resistant worms are 
limiting lamb performance. 
 
Incorporate Zolvix NOW as a: 
• Mid-late season break dose in lambs. Use as a break dose to 
clear out resistant worms that, having survived earlier 
treatments, could be limiting lamb performance. 
• Farm protection (quarantine dose). Dose all incoming sheep 
with Zolvix to help protect your farm from resistant worms. 
Remember anthelmintic resistance, once it has developed, 
cannot be reversed. Act now and incorporate the new wormer 
classes to help preserve all wormer classes for flock health and 
welfare. 
 
For more information on Zolvix, please  
speak to a Suitably Qualified Person  
in your local store.  

Introducing the new Rosette Mash! An energy dense mash, 
designed to supply digestible fibre and maintain rumen 
health, which is suitable for feeding to cattle and sheep.  
 
Speak to your local sales representative for a special 
introductory offer!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recommended Feeding Instructions: 
Soak 1-part dry mash to 2 parts water. 
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