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 N e w s l e t t e r Trace Element Supplementation – Are Your Investments False Economies? 
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Time to Lime 
 

Whether your enterprise is cattle or sheep, it is a well-
documented fact that ensuring the optimum trace element 
status in your herd/flock is critical to optimise productivity and 
promote fertility.  
 
It is critical that farmers select products that they can trust to 
provide a consistent level of trace elements that correctly 
address the deficiency. While the importance of ensuring 
optimum trace element levels is widely understood, many 
farmers are unaware that peaks and troughs of 
supplementation can have a negative impact on fertility; 
products that cannot guarantee consistency should be 
avoided. 
 
Oral Drenches  
Drenches can seem like a cheap and convenient option. 
However, for trace elements which cannot be stored in the 
body (such as cobalt or iodine) they are not appropriate to 
treat deficiencies, as a form of continuous supplementation 
must be provided. The body has no capacity to store cobalt. 
This means that if you provide cobalt via a drench, any cobalt 
that the body cannot use will simply be passed out in the 
faeces, making the drench a false economy. Frequent dosing 
is required, which increases costs to the farmer, both in terms 
of the drench itself and labour required. 
 
Free Access Systems, such as Licks and Blocks 
Where a need to supplement trace elements has been 
established, ensure that all animals receive an amount of trace 
elements compatible with their daily requirements. Too much 
of a trace element can prove toxic; too little and the deficiency 
will not be addressed. Variable intakes can also have a 
negative impact on fertility. 
 
Injections 
Injections are suitable for targeted administration under 
advice from your vet. They can be appropriate where only one 
trace element, eg. copper or selenium is required. 
 
 

Pasture Dressing and Water Supplementation 
Like blocks and licks, these suffer from variable intakes. This is 
problematic as some animals may consume trace elements in 
excess while some may not consume enough.  
 
In Feed Supplementation 
Trace elements can be provided by the provision of total mixed 
ration (TMR), concentrates or bag minerals. Often these are 
specified based on ‘averages’ or ‘common requirements’ as 
opposed to being based on what has been determined as 
deficient and required on farm.  Ideally these mixes should be 
prepared based on an investigation into the animals’ trace 
element status and requirements. This method can add 
significantly to the cost of production. 
 
Trace Element Boluses 
Boluses provide a convenient, cost-effective and controlled 
method of trace element supplementation. A good quality 
bolus will provide the same amount of trace elements every 
single day for the duration of the bolus.  
 
Bimeda soluble glass boluses provide exactly the same amount 
of trace elements every day for up to 6 months in cattle and 8 
months in sheep. This is particularly important for animals 
requiring cobalt and iodine which cannot be stored in the body 
and therefore a daily supply is required. The boluses are long 
lasting, highly convenient and reduce labour costs due to fewer 
repeated treatments. Bimeda advise administering the boluses 
twice a year. We have starter packs available for cattle, sheep 
& lambs in store.  
 
It is also vital to remember that trace elements should only 
ever be supplied where a need for supplementation has been 
established. For further advice consult with your vet or SQP. 
 

Soil pH is a measure of acidity or alkalinity. It is a logarithmic scale, 
where pH 5.5 is 10 times more acidic than pH 6.5. The natural pH 
of a soil depends on the nature of the material from which it was 
formed. This ranges from about pH 4.0 (very acid), when most 
crops will fail, to about pH 8.0 (alkaline), for soils naturally rich in 
calcium carbonate or magnesium carbonate. 
 
For soils with a pH lower than 7.0 (neutral) natural processes such 
as rainfall, crop growth and leaching of calcium in drainage water 
tend to acidify soil. This can also be said of some farming 
practices, as the use of certain nitrogen fertilisers and high levels 
of slurry applications will have an acidifying effect on soil. 
 
A result of low pH soils is the performance of applied fertiliser. 
Origin Fertilisers Technical Advisor Gavin Stewart commented, “In 
a soil with a pH of 5.5 only 77% of Nitrogen, 48% of Phosphate 
and 77% of Potash applied is available to the plant. Even at a pH 

of 6.0, 89% of Nitrogen and only 52% of Phosphate are plant 
available, although 100% of Potash does become available”.  
Targeting a pH of 6.5 would therefore ensure optimal 
performance from fertilisers, seeds and crops. 
 
As acidifying processes can cause soil pH to fall quite quickly, 
it is vitally important to crop health and performance to 
maintain the correct soil pH, so regular pH checks are 
advisable. The best way it can be measured is by a soil 
sample taken from the field. At Tarff we recommend when 
doing this to make use of our Broad Spectrum soil analysis. 
This helps with the decision about which is the correct lime 
for you to apply and highlights other possible important 
nutrient deficiencies within the soil.  
 
For the full range of soil testing options and liming products 
available, please speak to your local representative.  
 

Congratulations 
are in order! 

 
Cath Kendall, our 
Longtown Store 

Manager, recently 
completed her AMTRA 
training and is now a 

certified Suitably 
Qualified Person (SQP). 
Along with Nikki in the 
Longtown store, they 

can now both sell animal 
health products over the 

counter.  
 

Angela Henderson, our 
Dundonald Store 

Manager, completed the 
companion and equine 

units of her AMTRA 
qualification and is now 

a fully certified SQP.  
 

Matthew Taylor who 
works at Ringford 

recently passed his Class 
2 HGV. When speaking 

to Matthew, he was 
delighted to say he 

passed with no minors – 
100% clean sheet!  

We wish our 
customers a Merry 

Christmas and a 
Happy New Year! 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

The Run Up To Lambing Time… Christmas & New 
Year Opening Times 

Saturday 23rd 
Castle Kennedy (Bulk), 

Ringford, Castle Douglas & 
Longtown open until 12 

noon.  Dumfries open 8am 
– 5.30pm. ALL OTHER 

STORES CLOSED. 
 

Sunday 24th (Xmas Eve) 
ALL STORES CLOSED 

 
Monday 25th (Xmas Day) 

ALL STORES CLOSED 
 

Tuesday 26th (Boxing Day) 
ALL STORES CLOSED 

 
Wednesday 27th 

Normal working hours 
resume 

 
Thursday 28th  

Normal working hours  
 

Friday 29th  
Normal working hours  

 
Saturday 30th  

Castle Kennedy (Bulk), 
Ringford, Castle Douglas & 

Longtown open until 12 
noon.  Dumfries open 8am 

– 5.30pm. ALL OTHER 
STORES CLOSED. 

 
Sunday 31st (NY Eve) 
ALL STORES CLOSED 

 
Monday 1st (NY Day) 
ALL STORES CLOSED 

 
Tuesday 2nd 

ALL STORES CLOSED 
 

Wednesday 3rd  
Normal working hours 

resume 

Paper Bedding 
Paper bedding is a cost-effective way of bedding animals. It’s 
an environmentally friendly and efficient product, being 100% 
wood fibre, white, ink free, highly absorbent and comfortable 
for animals as well as virtually dust free. It is available in 20kg 
bales on pallets or in bulk loads which can either be collected 
or delivered throughout the UK. Paper bedding is ideal for 
deeply bedded yards. Customer reviews comment ‘we don’t 
need to bed for up to four weeks where normally we would 
use three or four bales of straw each week’.  If you are finding 
it difficult to source bedding alternatives, why not give this a 
try. For more information or enquiries, please get in touch 
with your local store.  

Secure Windbreaks 
With Winter now here, this is an opportune time to 
weatherproof your stock buildings.  Draughts can be prevented 
and rain kept out with the use of Secure Windbreaks, with the 
result that stock is healthier, performance is enhanced and 
bedding costs reduced. Secure Windbreaks are easily fitted to 
the outside of the building, clipped and tensioned between the 
up-rights by means of straps and ratchets. Air flow is maintained 
with draughts reduced, and plenty of light still enters the 
building, both improving condition for your stock and working 
conditions for yourself. The material itself neither frays nor 
tears, can be easily adjusted for fitting and carries a ten-year UV 
guarantee. There is a large range of sizes, as well as the 
Econoblind that runs up tracks secured on each side and can be 
raised and lowered using a pulley system. For more information 
regarding Secure Windbreaks, please speak to your local store.  

For most sheep farmers, the countdown to lambing has begun. 
For some, lambing will just be a month away. Keeping ewes in 
fit condition up to lambing is essential to produce strong, 
healthy lambs and ewes with quality colostrum and a plentiful 
milk supply.  
 
After a poor Summer and Autumn, forage quality is mixed. Tarff 
has a wide range of products which complement grass and 
forages and keep ewes in good body condition for lambing. 
 
High Energy buckets are ideal to feed during early to mid-
pregnancy where grass and forage supplies are plentiful. The 
sugars in buckets boost the rumen bug population, which in 
turn utilises your forage better. Where forage stocks are low we 
can source high energy 16% protein concentrate (Sovereign 
nuts or rolls) for feeding early to mid-pregnancy.  
 
Closer to lambing, we stock the highly popular Ewe-Lac Plus 
cake, high energy combined with quality protein. Excel Ewe 
completes the 18% protein range with a higher level of DUP 
(rumen by-pass protein) and energy density for high lambing % 
flocks or where forage quality is poor. Ewe Max 19 is gaining a 
reputation for producing strong, heathy, vigorous lambs and 
ewes with quality colostrum and ample milk yield. Ewe Max also 
contains SafMannan, which has been proven to increase 
colostrum antibody levels by 25%, giving lambs the best start in 
life. 
 
Tarff provides a free forage analysis service, so a ration plan can 
be precisely calculated to feed your ewes the correct diet to 
balance your forage. 
 
 
 

Plan Now To Make Best Use Of Forage Stocks 
Across our trading area we are facing a winter with shortfalls 
in quantity and quality of forage. Whilst most farms got first 
cuts clamped reasonably well, second and subsequent cuts 
have been a challenge. This, combined with stock being 
housed early, creates the potential for forage stocks to be 
tight and of variable quality, and even straw has an expensive 
price tag on it, if you can find it! 
 
As a rule of thumb, it’s much better to manage forage stocks 
from the start. This saves having to make drastic changes 
when a crisis appears, which can affect performance and 
costs. This is highly important for dairy cows, where the key 
factor is a stable balanced diet that keeps the rumen function 
working properly. 
 
At Tarff, we believe in the importance of good rumen health 
and maintaining a stable microbial population which is critical 
to maximizing efficiency; even with a poor-quality forage a 
healthy gut will be able to digest more nutrients. In order to 
achieve this, total mixed rations should aim to be 6-7% sugar.  
 
Many silage analyses we have seen are down to 1-2% sugar 
suggesting that there could be a benefit in feeding a quality 
sugar source based on molasses which would have an impact 
on forage utilisation. This season we can also offer products 
that contain glycerine, which can significantly increase the 
supply of glucogenic energy to support effective metabolism 
production.  
 
If silage supplies are being diverted away from the non-milking 
stock, Tarff can supply a range of molasses blends to help 
utilise late baled silage or straw. We also have a 
comprehensive range of moist feeds, stockfeeds etc. to help 
support this winter’s challenges. It is also worth doing regular 
silage analysis, as the variability could be high and when using 
alternatives to help stretch forage, it is essential to make sure 
the key demands for nutrition are met.  
 
Please call us to assist in your winter planning. 
 

The Tarff Team will be 
putting on their most 

outrageous, overly 
decorated Christmas 

jumpers on Friday 15th 
December to raise money 
for Save the Children! All 
the staff members who 

join in will be making the 
world better by wearing a 
sweater and donating £2! 

 
We have also set up a 
text donation. If you 

would like to contribute 
£5, text TEAMTARFF to 
70050. Your donation is 
very much appreciated 
and will help children in 
Third World countries 

who don't have the 
luxuries that we may take 

for granted. Thanks in 
advance! 

Energy dense, pelleted blend suitable for feeding to ewes 
throughout pregnancy. Available in 16, 18 and 20% crude 
protein versions to meet individual requirements, ‘Thrifty 
ewe’ will ensure ewes thrive in any situation. Made entirely 
from 6mm pelleted products, this is a cost-effective 
alternative to anyone who traditionally uses compound nuts. 
 

NEW! THRIFTY EWE RANGE 
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