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 N e w s l e t t e r Thermoduric Bacteria: The “new” challenge to milk quality and shelf life? 
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For many farms there will soon be a new target to meet relating 
to milk quality, which will directly impact the value of milk 
produced. Thermoduric Bacteria are specific heat resistant 
bacteria that can provide an indication of milk quality and 
ultimately the hygiene of the milking process. Evidence has found 
that these specific bacteria have an impact on shelf life and 
quality of the finished product and measures are being 
considered to reduce their occurrence.  At present, penalties are 
imposed by Dairy Co-Ops on Laboratory Pasteurisation Count 
(LPC) levels above 500 cfu/ml. More and more milk processors 
are now adopting this method to measure milk quality. Dairy 
farmers are focused on improving hygiene procedures and 
attaining the minimum quality standard in order to access the 
export market. 
 
Achieving a new limit will require a review of your processes, but 
with the correct support from your suppliers, there is no reason 
to think negatively about this challenge. Alison Cox, Global 
Agriculture Application Specialist with Deosan considers the 
questions you should be asking yourself about your current 
hygiene regime in order to minimise the presence of thermoduric 
bacteria: 
 
1. Are your cows teats and udders as clean as they can be? At every 
stage of lactation, whether housed or at grass, teat skin is 
exposed to a myriad of sources of soiling and bacteria. Reducing 
these challenges and bringing cows into the parlour in a clean 
condition ensures a smooth and efficient teat preparation 
routine without putting additional time on your milking. At the 
same time udder preparation should be robust enough to 
remove dirt and bacteria from the teat skin before milking to 
ensure exclusion from the raw supply. Sometimes paper 
towelling on its own is not enough, even in summer. 
 
2. Are you using your own water supply? Water sourced on the 
farm may not be of a quality suitable for immediate use. Ensuring 
the supply is tested properly to confirm it is fit for purpose is a 
required step, but treatment and storage conditions can often 
give rise to quality issues where a focus on water management 
has been overlooked. 
 

3.Do you check the parlour regularly? Go in search of milk 
soiling inside the plant. Finding a deposit of any sort indicates 
a failure in the wash routine. Nearly half of farms surveyed 
recently admitted to not visually checking the plant for 
cleanliness on a regular basis as a means of confirming 
cleaning efficiency; relying instead on satisfactory bactoscan 
results as an indicator that all is well. 
 
4. Is your parlour wash optimised? Revisit your parlour wash 
routine. Does it ensure that all key markers are met at each 
stage of the wash and at every wash, especially when relying 
on auto wash equipment? The majority of farms investigated 
recently by Deosan specialists identified in-efficiencies in the 
wash routine and shortfalls included inadequate water 
volumes, poor temperature profiling and variations in 
chemical concentration throughout the wash. 
 
5. Consider your chemical choice. Are your choices compatible 
with all the components in your parlour? Could they have a 
negative effect on the life of the liners? Will the farm water 
supply ensure the chemicals deliver an effective cleaning and 
disinfection? Is your choice robust enough to avoid you 
having to take remedial action every so often to bring hygiene 
results back in line or to remove a build-up? 
 
6. Are there components in the parlour that need replacing? 
Cracked, perished components can harbour milk soil 
deposits, are more difficult to clean and as a result provide a 
perfect environment for thermoduric bacteria to colonise 
and multiply without restriction. 
 
Ms Cox concludes that “this move to more specific milk 
quality measures requires a different focus and attention, but 
with the correct support there is nothing to be feared both in 
terms of achieving the standards and capturing maximum 
revenue for your milk”. 
 
For information about the  
Deosan products we stock,  
please speak to your local store.  

Look after the wee ones 
this Winter and buy 
them a cosy jacket! 

Boviwear UK calf coats 
are waterproof, 

breathable, adjustable 
and have a fleece 

wither. 
 

See in store for more 
details.  

As a Business Sponsor of 
RSABI, we would like to 

encourage our customers 
to support this unique 

Scottish charity. Stuck for 
Christmas ideas?!  Look 
no further than these 
books written to make 
you laugh and think of 

the funnier moments of 
farming! Visit 

RSABI.org.uk for more 
details.  

Young Farmer Focus – Bale Art 2017 
Last month saw Young Farmers throughout the Dumfries & Galloway Region assemble Bale Art. In case you didn’t 
managed to see all the eye-catching creations, please see the photos below. Congratulations to Thornhill YFC for 
winning in D&G Region, and for coming second in the National competition, judged by Lorraine Kelly. To view all 
the other club sculptures throughout Scotland, search #unBALEevable.  

Winners, Thornhill YFC - Bill & Ben 

Stranraer & Rhins YFC – Two Bears Annandale YFC – Humpty Dumpty 

Machars YFC – Are Ewe Ok?  

Lower Nithsdale – Jack in the Box 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

The stress-free solution to fluke and worms this winter 
 

We were pleased to 
sponsor the Interbreed 
In-Calf Heifer class at 

the South West 
Scotland Dairy Show 
last month. The class 

was won by David 
Yates, Meikle Firthhead. 

It was an excellent 
evening with a large 
turnout and a great 
show of livestock. 

A comprehensive dosing regimen at housing is critical to 
remove worm and fluke infections, ensuring freedom 
from disease and maximum productivity of animals 
throughout the winter housing period. In addition, lice 
and mite burdens are removed, preventing rapid spread 
to others during close contact when housed. 
 
Closamectin Pour On is a combination of ivermectin, a 
broad spectrum macrocyclic lactone, and closantel, an 
early-acting flukicide effective against late immature 
fluke from seven weeks old to adult. It treats against 
fluke, gutworms, lungworms and external parasites of 
cattle, offering an efficient way of controlling parasites 
which can have a severe economic effect on cattle 
during the winter housing period. It is also effective 
against fluke which are resistant to triclabendazole, 
which is important in light of emerging resistance 
problems. 

Margaret Swales, our 
Quality Controller, has 

been teaching the 
Twynholm Church Kids 

Holiday Club about 
different grains. The 

children were delighted 
to receive a Tarff goody 
bag and even happier to 
be featured in the Tarff 
newsletter with a group 

‘Tarffie’! 

Have you thought about 
using molasses? Tarff can 
carry out a sugar balance 

check on your ration, 
allowing you to maximize 

your investment. For 
more information, call 
Alex on 07818 455592.   

 As Closamectin is available in a single easy-to-use pour 
on solution, it ensures low stress for both man and beast 
when administering the product.  Additionally, 
Closamectin Pour On only has a 28 day meat withhold.  
 
Closamectin Pour On is applied topically at a dose rate 
of 1ml/10kg bodyweight and is safe for use in all ages of 
animal. It is not authorised for use in cattle producing 
milk for human consumption including during the dry 
period. Do not use during the second half of pregnancy 
in heifers which are intended to produce milk for human 
consumption. No other product offers such a 
comprehensive treatment in a single stress-free pour on 
application. 
 
For more information, please speak to  
your local store SQP.  
 
 
 RHASS Long Service Award 
 Congratulations to Eion Jamieson, our Accountant, and Ian 

Gordon, Transport Manager, who recently received their Royal 
Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland (RHASS) Long 
Service Awards. Eion Jamieson, who came to Ringford after 
working in London, has been in the Accounts Department for 39 
years. Ian Gordon, who joined Tarff as a General Assistant, has 
worked at Ringford for 42 years. Both are highly respected 
members of the Tarff team. Eion and Ian are pictured here 
receiving their awards from present Tarff Chairman Robin Austin 
and former Tarff Chairman & Director of RHASS, James Dunlop. 

Robin Austin, Ian Gordon, Eion Jamieson & James Dunlop 

Progress at our Longtown Store 
As you may have read in last month’s newsletter, our 
Longtown Store feed blending shed is almost complete. 
The shed has 13 bays with roller doors accessing each feed 
bay. A mixer is due to be fitted once the shed work is 
finished. After this, we will turn our attention to the shop 
which will be expanded and refitted.   

Cereal Seed Notice 
A note from our main cereal seed supplier, Northern 
Seeds, recommended that anyone considering sowing 
Spring Barley variety ‘Planet’ and Spring Oat seeds 
should order NOW to ensure supply. We understand 
this is very early, but due to the countrywide harvest 
being disappointing, yields are low and supplies 
limited. For more information, speak to Stair Brown, 
our Seed & Crop Protection Manager on 07525 
669174.  

NEW! Nutty 16 Blend 
A clean, free flowing mix suitable for feeding to sheep 
and cattle.  Formulated from pelleted ingredients, 
including the NEW Tarff Valley Cereal Nut, Nutty 16 is 
a palatable blend which meets the protein and energy 
requirements of youngstock and adult stock alike. The 
blend can be personalised to your requirements.  
Added flakes are available   
on request and the blend can  
be mineralised. Protein 16%,  
Fibre 9.4%, Oil 4% & Ash 5.4%.  
 

It’s beginning to look a lot like… 
Preparations have already started 
for Christmas at Tarff. Our Dumfries 
Town and Country store has a 
variety of products ranging from 
Joules Clothing, Yankee Candles, 
Home Accessories, Festive Food 
Stuffs & much more! We also offer 
vouchers & hampers starting from 
£5.  Visit the store to see the full 
range of gift ideas.  
 

On Friday 27th October, 
we sponsored the 

Champion and Reserve 
Champion classes at the 

Sale & Show of White 
and Belted Galloways 
held at Wallets Mart, 

Castle Douglas. 
Congratulations to 
Duncan Maxwell, 

Blairvockie Farm, who 
won male champion 

with Lomond 
Bunnahabhain.   
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