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Sorgene Xtra 

Ringford | Whauphill | Castle Kennedy | Glenluce | Castle Douglas | Dumfries | Longtown | Newtown St Boswells | Dundonald 

RSABI Great Glen Challenge 

Agrimin 24/7 Smartrace Boluses for Sheep 

New in store. Sorgene® Xtra is now replacing Sorgene®5. 
Similar to Sorgene®5, Sorgene® Xtra is another very powerful, 
broad spectrum environmental disinfectant, based on a 
stabilised blend of peroxygen compound and has all the 
positive qualities that made Sorgene®5 a leading brand. It is 
totally effective against viruses, bacteria and hard to kill fungal 
spores. Sorgene® Xtra is odourless in use, non-staining and 
non-tainting. Sorgene® Xtra has DEFRA approval for 4 
notifiable diseases (foot-and-mouth, poultry orders, general 
orders and SWD) and lower dilution rates, compared to 
Sorgene® 5, on some diseases. It is available in 5-litre 
containers, 20-litre drums and 900-litre Intermediate bulk 
containers (IBCs) (POA).  
 
Phone your local store today for more information.  

Show Feature 
 

It was great to see 
those who came 

into the Tarff stand 
at the local shows. 

Although there were 
some horrendous 
downpours, it still 
didn’t dampen the 
spirits of the show 

goers and 
exhibitors!  

 
Tarff is delighted to 

have won ‘Best 
Trade Exhibit’ at 

Wigtown Show.  A 
lot of hard work and 

organisation goes 
into the shows, so 
it’s very rewarding 
to have our efforts 

noticed. Many 
thanks to Ronnie at 
our Glenluce store 

who has 
masterminded the 
logistics of setting 
up the shows for a 
number of years 

and to all the staff 
for their help over 

this busy time. 
 

Thank you to those 
who participated in 

‘Nail in the Bale’ 
which was raising 
money for RSABI’s 

Great Glen 
Challenge. A total of 

£281.20p was 
made.   

As many of you will have seen over the last few months in our 
newsletter and on our social media pages, the ‘Great Glen 
Girls’ were heading North at the end of August.  Challenge 
completed, our girls; Aishling Denny – Kayaking, Eilidh Kennedy 
– Mountain Biking, Ailsa Peel – Running, and Katie Sproat – 
Walking, feeling mildly stiff but elated, finished in 24th position 
(out of 27) and helping to raise over £1600 towards RSABI. 
Many thanks to all of you who generously supported the girls, 
the only all-female team – who would like to have a go next 

180 days of core strength from 1 bolus for all 
adult sheep over 40kg. 

Benefits of Smartrace Boluses 

Increased lambing 
percentage 

Reduction in barren 
ewes 

Tighter lambing 
pattern 

Stronger, healthier 
lambs 

Cleaner lambing High quality colostrum 

Maternal transfer of 
key trace elements 

Copper or non-copper 
version available 

Organic Farmers 
Growers Approved 

 

 

Liquid, Moist Feed Blend Options  
Distillers 

Draff
Selco

Moist 
Blended 

Feeds

Lager 
Grains

Brewers 
Grains

Cane 
Molasses

Molasses 
Blends

Regupro 
50

Wheat 
Syrups

Whey 
Permeate

Potale 
Syrup

It is well accepted that the types of 
co-products listed above have a 
place in modern day farming feed 
practices. Depending on what you 
are looking for, you can either use 
these products to extend forage or 
use as part of the concentrate total 
in the diet.  Draff, in particular, can 
be cost effective but more 

importantly tends to have a positive 
impact on total performance. Take a 
look at Selco, a high dry matter (DM), 
high ME (13.5Mj/Kg), Wheat based 
product and, new for the season, next 
month there will be two new moist 
feeds available that keep and feed 
well. Why not consider putting a load 
or two away now for later in the year 
and avoid the Christmas rush?! We 
also have a range of liquids available: 
from Cane Molasses for quality high 
sugar, to Molasses Blends giving you 
sugar, energy and protein. As with 
the drier alternatives these products 
tend to make the rumen work more 
efficiently, increasing the bugs in the 
gut and therefore utilising the forage 
more effectively.  For cost effective 
protein options, consider Potale 

(when available), Wheat Syrup and 
the very effective Regupro 50, 
which has suspended Urea in it 
giving 50% Crude Protein, sugars 
and, again, even better utilisation of 
the total diet. If protein is not a 
concern, Whey Permeate is a high 
sugar, low DM product that can 
work well and is cost effective as 
long as you can use it within 3 
weeks. Finally, mineralized mini-
bulk molasses liquid feed blends are 
available in 1000 litres deliveries, 
for both sheep and cattle.   
 
For more information and deals 
structured to your specific 
requirements, speak to your local 
Tarff contact or call Alex on 07818 
455 592.  
 
 
 

year?! For more photos and 
details of the event, please 
see the ‘News’ section on 
our website. Well done girls, 
you did Tarff proud! 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 Lorne Kerr 

 
Follow us, 

Join us, 
#teamtarff 

@tarffvalley 
 

Steven Davidson John Cowan 

Angela Henderson 
Angela studied Agriculture after 
leaving school and has had a 
variety of jobs in the agricultural 
sector since completing her HND. 
For the last 9 years, Angela has 
worked as an animal health 
adviser. Already an AMTRA SQP, 

Angela is furthering her training, studying the companion 
animal and equine modules. In her spare time, she enjoys 
outdoor activities and handicrafts. Angela is looking 
forward to the Dundonald store opening and putting her 
agricultural knowledge to good use and to learning some 
new skills along the way. 
 

Lorne has joined Tarff as a sales 
assistant in the shop and will be 
working alongside Angela. Lorne is 
from a Beef farm near Darvel, and 
attended Aberdeen University 
studying Petroleum Geology. 
During her time at university, she 

was the Track & Field Captain and enjoys running for Kilmarnock 
Harriers when she’s at home.  Lorne is a member of Crossroads 
Young Farmers and enjoys getting involved with the events the 
club organises. She is looking forward to welcoming customers 
into the new Tarff store opening in Dundonald and to further 
training for the role. 
 

Steven has joined Tarff as a feed 
operative in the Dundonald blend 
store. Steven has worked for a 
number of years in a feed blending 
plant in the Ayrshire region where 
he has gained valuable experience 
and has got to know the local 
farming community.  Steven 

comes from Springside, Irvine, and likes to green bowl in his 
free time with the Springside Bowling Club. When not 
working or bowling, Steven likes to support his favourite 
football team, Rangers, and enjoys going to Ibrox to watch 
them. Steven is settling into his new role at Tarff and 
enjoying working with the rest of the Dundonald team.  

John has joined Tarff as a Sales 
Representative in the Ayrshire Region. 
Having worked at Auchincruive Farm as 
Senior Dairyman for 26 years and a 
Feed Advisor for three years, John has 
a great deal of knowledge in the 
Agricultural sector.  

 
 
John has completed FAR (Feed Advisory Register) training up 
to module three allowing him to advise on the best feeds for 
your requirements. In his spare time, he likes to try and 
improve on his handicap at the many golf courses in Ayrshire! 
John has also been breeding Beltex for 27 years and is the 
Director of the Beltex Council. John is pleased to be joining 
Tarff and looks forward to taking the company from strength 
to strength in Ayrshire.    
 

Our new store opens this month and as well as welcoming new customers, we are also pleased to introduce you to the new 
members of staff who will be working at Dundonald.  

Snapshots of the 
Shows! 

Purple Sheep called Katie 
and Fate at Islay Show 

Regi enjoying the 
Stranraer Show selfie 

frame! 

Wigtownshire Lasses 

 

Stewartry Young 
Farmers embracing 

the selfie frame! 

Isla & Zara Elliot posing 
for the camera! 

Tup Fertility 
With 2017 flying by, it’s time to turn our attention to the start 
of the lambing cycle. Tups can often be neglected members of 
the flock, but with their genetics contributing half, success as a 
breeder goes a long way to ensuring not just an acceptable 
lambing percentage but also breeding traits that determine 
carcase conformation and quality – and ultimately, 
profitability. Checking your tups’ health status is vital if a poor 
lamb crop or drawn out lambing period is to be avoided. 
 
Body Condition Score 
A condition score of 3.5-4 is ideal for tups to be in prime 
condition to serve ewes. Condition score should be assessed 8 
to 12 weeks prior to use as this allows time for dietary 
adjustments to achieve the target body condition score at 
mating. Over-fat tups can be lazy and lack interest, and fat in 
the scrotal neck can increase the temperature of the testes 
reducing semen quality1. An overweight tup may be too heavy 
for smaller framed ewes; however, thin tups may run out of 
energy during the mating period and stop working.  Talk to your 
local rep for tup feed concentrate options. 
 
Breeding Soundness Examination 
This should be carried out well in advance of the mating season 
to assess alertness, freedom of movement and feeding 
regimes, identify physical defects that might interfere with the 
breeding process and include checks to the feet, teeth and eyes 

as well as the ‘vital tackle’. Scrotal circumference gives a good 
indication of a tup’s breeding ability as indicated in the chart 
below. Carry out a fertility test if suspicious of poor fertility. 
 

 Questionable Satisfactory Exceptional 
Ram Lambs  
8-14 months 

< 30 cm 30 – 36 cm >36 cm 

Mature 
Rams, >14 
months 

< 32 cm 32- 40 cm >40 cm 

Chart available from: Sheep101.info. (2017). Sheep 201: Reproduction in the ram. 
[online] Available at: http://www.sheep101.info/201/ramrepro.html [Accessed 21 Aug. 
2017]. 

 
Another thing to consider is key trace elements in the tups 
diet.  If your grass is deficient in selenium, cobalt and zinc, it 
may be worthwhile offering a supplement, such as a drench, 
boluses or in a compound feed at a rate of no more than 
0.5kg/head/day2.   
 
Harnesses and raddles are effective tools in monitoring 
progress and performance at tupping and a selection of 
harnesses, crayons and raddles are available from all stores as 
are appropriate flukicides for autumnal dosing. 
 
Speak to a member of staff for more details.  
 

1.    Sruc.ac.uk. (2017). TN658: Condition Scoring of Sheep - SRUC. [online] Available at: 
https://www.sruc.ac.uk/downloads/file/1592/tn658_condition_scoring_of_sheep [Accessed 22 Aug. 2017]. 
2.. Lamlac.co.uk. (2017). Getting ready for tupping. [online] Available at: http://www.lamlac.co.uk/blog/39-getting-ready-
fortupping?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Getting%20ready%20for%20tupping&utm_content=Getting%20ready%20for%20tuppin
g+Version+A+CID_f8e6fe0015046576c5d2e03c4a3a55dc&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=Read%20more 
[Accessed 23 Aug. 2017]. 
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