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 N e w s l e t t e r TOP TIPS FOR BALE HANDLING AND STORAGE 
 

Ringford | Whauphill | Castle Kennedy | Glenluce | Castle Douglas | Dumfries | Longtown | Newtown St Boswells 

The correct handling and storage of bales is vital to preserve and retain the quality and nutritional value of the feed inside. Paul 
Johnson, Visqueen area sales manager says, “When all your bales are wrapped, farm staff must be aware of the importance of 
correct storage methods and not be tempted to leave them exposed and just hope for the best. Being aware of the damage that 
can be caused when transferring bales from the field into storage and also knowing where to store them is the key to a successful 
season. Adhering to the following rules will give farmers and contractors alike the best chance of achieving quality feed and 
ensuring their initial hard work is not wasted.” 

A checklist for bale handling, stacking and storage 

Despatch bales gently from the bale wrapper to avoid damage, 
in particular on grass stubble. 

Where necessary, protect the stack from farm animals with suitable 
fencing. Domestic cats should also be discouraged. 

 Always use a purpose built bale handler but never a spike that 
will puncture the air tight seal of the bale. 

Store away from water courses. Specific advice is available from your 
local Water Authority on any specific regulations. Check bales regularly 
for damage, and re-seal. 

 When moving the bales by trailer, cover any sharp edges with 
tarpaulin or matting and handle gently. Any damage must be 
repaired immediately using a suitable UV protected tape. 

Place weather-protected vermin bait stations around stack perimeter, 
and replenish as necessary. Ensure these are also protected from pets 
and farm animals.  

 The site should be well drained and level, and devoid of sharp 
objects which may puncture bales. If practical, a sand base layer 
is recommended. Ideally, roll out a protective layer of heavy 
gauge polythene sheeting underneath the stack. 

Do not stack bales more than three high. Bales of low dry matter (which 
are heavier) should be stored in a single layer. This prevents bales at the 
bottom being squashed under the weight and ‘blowing’ the bale wrap 
seal. 

 Remember that field – wrapped bales in particular are prone to 
bird damage from the moment they are wrapped.  

Once stacked, always protect your bales from birds by applying a close 
woven polypropylene net. Support the net so that it is not in direct 
contact with the surface of the bales where birds could land and reach 
through the net. Secure the net at ground level. 

Choose a storage site away from trees and very exposed areas. Keep away from fertilizers, herbicides, mineral oils etc which can damage 
the film. 

 

 

 

Scotland’s Beef 
Event 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Held at Fans Farm, 
Earlston on 8th 
June. We were 

pleased to be part 
of this successful 

day. In spite of the 
rain, the Stewart 

family put forward 
an excellent show 

of Aberdeen 
Angus Cattle and 

hosted very 
popular farm 

tours – a great 
tribute to beef 
production in 

Scotland.  

Woodfibre Bedding 
Speak to a member 

of staff about 
seasonal prices on 

woodfibre 
bedding.  

Make the most of your sheep wormers 
Sheep wormers are a vital part of any gastro-intestinal 
worm control programme in order to help protect flock 
health and welfare.  However, resistance to the three older 
classes of wormer is increasingly common.  Resistance 
means there is a reduction in the percentage of worms 
killed by a particular wormer which increases over time. 
This affects productivity with the effects hard to see unless 
you are monitoring growth rates or other production 
measures.  Even low levels of resistance can affect growth 
rates, but when the number of resistant worms is more 
than 10%, lamb performance suffers because the product is 
not performing at its optimum level1. A post-drench 
efficacy test is a useful tool to assess wormer effectiveness. 
To reduce the possibility of widespread resistance in the 
future, it is essential that a sustainable worm control 
programme put in place. 
 
Early integration of the newer generation wormer classes, 
such as Zolvix®, the 4-AD (monepantel) group, will ensure 
you are using an effective wormer as there is no reported 
resistance in the UK and it may help to slow down 
resistance development, thereby prolonging the efficacy of 
the older classes. However, it has to be incorporated early 
and appropriately2. 
 
To protect against anthelmintic resistance development, 
consider the following advice: 

1) Avoid under-dosing: if an animal is under-dosed, it allows 
more worms, both resistant and partially resistant, to survive. 
Under-dosing can occur if the weight of the sheep is under-
estimated, the applicator is not calibrated accurately, or the 
dose is not administered correctly. 

 
2) Avoid overuse: Reducing the unnecessary use of wormers is 

important as well as ensuring the right product is used each 
time. Routine faecal egg counts are one method to help 
determine the need for wormers. 

 
3) Avoid worming in times of low refugia: To ensure that not all 

worms are subject to resistance development at the same 
time try and avoid dosing and moving by either leaving 10% 
of the animals untreated or delay the move for a few days 
after treatment as this will dilute resistant worm numbers. 

 
4) Always adopt a farm protection quarantine treatment: 

animals coming on farm, either as new or returning stock, 
should always be subject to a farm quarantine treatment. 
Yard or house all stock for 24-48 hours before turning out 
onto dirty pasture. 

 
For more information about Zolvix, please  
contact your local store.  
 

RSABI Great Glen 
Challenge 
Have you 

sponsored our 
girls yet?! Only 7 

weeks to go! 
http://uk.virginmo
neygiving.com/fun

draiser-
web/fundraiser/sh
owFundraiserProfil
ePage.action?user
Url=greatglenchall

enge 

 
1. SCOPS manual http://www.scops.org.uk/vets-manual.html  
2. DM Leathwick* and BC Hosking Managing anthelmintic resistance: Modelling strategic use of a new 
anthelmintic class to slow the development of resistance to existing classes, New Zealand Veterinary Journal 57(4), 203-
207, 2009 

 

http://www.scops.org.uk/vets-manual.html


Dates for your 
diary! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come and see us at: 
 

Stranraer Show – 
Wednesday 26th July 

 
Wigtown Show – 
Wednesday 2nd 

August 
 

Stewartry Show – 
Thursday 3rd August 

 
Dumfries Show – 

Saturday 5th August 
 

Islay Show – Thursday 
10th August 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
Follow us, 

Join us, 
#teamtarff 

@tarffvalley 
 

 Suckler Herd Fertility 
One of the key elements driving suckler herd performance and 
profitability is herd output, derived largely from the number of 
calves sold and the value of those calves (weight of calf sold 
per cow put to the bull). 
 
QMS figures show on average, that only 87% of cows and 
heifers put to the bull successfully wean a calf, impacting herd 
output through the number of calves sold. QMS figures also 
demonstrate that by raising the weaning rate alone to 94%, 
the average Scottish suckler herd could see improved returns 
of £35 per cow. 
 
On most units the value of each calf also falls below potential 
due to suboptimal weaning weights. Interestingly, this is not 
generally a result of poor calf performance but a direct result 
of their date of birth - younger calves mean lighter calves at 
weaning. SAC Fertbench studies illustrate that, on average, 
only 35% of cows and heifers put to the bull successfully 
conceive in the first 3 weeks. Improving this figure to 68% 
reflects a £49 per cow increase in herd output, where all other 
variables remain constant. I.e. the average calf in the herd is 
older and heavier at weaning. 
 
If both the above targets are achieved, the average Scottish 
suckler herd could see improved returns of £84 per cow; that's 
£8,400 per year for a 100 cow herd! 
 
How do we achieve this?  Year round management of cow Body 
Condition Score (BCS) is the key. Remember, over fat or thin 
cows cause problems at both ends of the production cycle.  
Aim for BCS of 2.5 at bulling, 3 at weaning and 2-2.5 at calving 
- fit not fat cows.  Put simply, over fat cows lead to suppressed 
ovulation rates at bulling, leading to poor/delayed conception 
and traumatic calvings, which not only costs money in 
time/vets bills, but reduces the number of live calves born and 
significantly delays the return to oestrus.  Thin cows also have 
suppressed ovulation rates, generally poorer quality colostrum 
and lower colostrum and milk yield. 
 
Remember, cows are expected to conceive at the same time 
as their milk yield peaks, so energy demand is highest at this 
time. For April /May calving herds, this coincides with a down 
turn in grass quality (bulling period July/August), so cows 
should be offered the best available grazing and/or a small 
supplementary feed. 
 
There is a common misconception that phosphorous plays a 
major role in fertility and whilst it does have a key role in 
energy utilisation, the key driver in fertility is copper. Herbage 
copper levels of less than 3 mg/kg DM can delay the return to 
oestrus and therefore lengthen the calving interval.  Ensuring 
mineral uptake can easily be achieved by supplementing the 
feed or by providing access to a mineral block. 
 
Every farm is different, each with its own mineral and trace 
element profiles, all with differing types of livestock suited to 
those individual circumstances. Forage analysis and, possibly, 
blood testing is a good way of building up a picture of what's 
happening on your farm, which aspects may require greater 
attention and areas where cutting costs may enhance your 
profitability and futureproof your business. 

 

 

 

TRIM YOUR COSTS, NOT YOUR EWES’ FEET 
 

Rodenticide 
Stewardship Course 
Following up on last 
month’s article, our 
Dumfries store will 

be hosting a training 
day to achieve 
certification in 

Rodent Control on 
Farms which will 

enable you to 
purchase 

professional packs of 
bait. This is a one day 

course with 
lunch/snacks 

provided (date to be 
confirmed). Course 

fee is £60+VAT, 
which covers the 

cost of training and 
certification. If you 
currently carry out 

your own pest 
control and are 

interested in 
achieving 

certification through 
‘classroom learning’, 
please contact the 

store on 01387 
261661 to reserve 

your place or to find 
out more. 

We are excited to announce that our new store at the Olympic 
Business Park, Dundonald is now in the process of being fitted. 
The site will host a feed blending store and a shop selling a 
broad range of animal health products as well as farming 
essentials. We are looking to recruit a sales assistant, a delivery 
driver/warehouse operative and a feed store manager. For 
more information, please visit www.tarffvalley.co.uk and see 
our ‘Careers’ page.  

 Meet Nikki, our new R-SQP at Longtown 
Nikki Brown has joined our Longtown store 
as the new R-SQP. This means you can now 
purchase animal health products at our 
Longtown store. Nikki has been involved in 
the agricultural industry for 10 years and 
within this time has worked with cattle as 
an AI technician. She has run a small flock 
of Charolais X sheep and hopes to have her 

own smallholding in the future.  Away from work, Nikki enjoys 
spending time with her friends and family. She is also fully 
qualified to microchip small animals. She is looking forward to 
developing the new animal health service at the Longtown 
store with the other staff and meeting customers.  

New Store at Dundonald 

Many UK sheep producers are cutting the costs of flock 
lameness by implementing the Five-Point Plan, which includes 
an investment in vaccination together with prompt individual 
treatment of any affected sheep, and other prudent 
management interventions. 
 
ADAS has calculated the cost of lameness per affected ewe to 
be £89.801. Therefore if the incidence in a flock is 10%, the cost 
of lameness is £8.98 for every ewe in the flock. Another recent 
study has shown that flocks could save £3.86 per ewe per year 
by stopping routine foot trimming and minimising foot bathing 
to control footrot – two management practices that have been 
associated with a higher prevalence of lameness2. 
 
Footrot is the main cause of lameness on UK sheep farms. 
Vaccination with FOOTVAX® is an aid to managing lameness by 
stimulating immunity to (and reducing lesions caused by) 
Dichelobacter nodosus, the bacteria causing footrot. 
Vaccination should be on a whole flock basis and timed to 
coincide with times of high disease risk on the farm. Computer 
modelling shows a cost benefit for whole flock vaccination if 
lameness due to footrot is more than 2% of sheep affected3. 
 
For more detailed advice on how to implement the Five-Point 
Lameness Reduction Plan in your flock, contact your local store 
and speak to a SQP for further information. 
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